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December 1, 2025

Robyn Michelle Sahid, Commissioner
Arizona State Land Department

1110 W. Washington St.

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Commissioner Sahid:

Given our responsibility to protect the welfare of Yuma County residents, the Board of Supervisors respectfully
requests that the Arizona State Land Department terminate the current month-to-month lease with AgTech
LLC at 3895 W. County 19th Street in Somerton, Arizona, and initiate the process to identify a new lessee
whose operations align with the mission and fiduciary obligations of the State Land Trust.

State Trust Land must be managed in a manner that advances the long-term interests of its beneficiaries and
ensures positive outcomes for communities across Arizona. Unfortunately, the impacts associated with
AgTech's biosolid application practices have not met that standard.

Residents, agricultural producers, and community stakeholders have experienced persistent nuisances
attributed to AgTech’s operations, including overwhelming odors, severe fly infestations, and the spread of dust
and debris from the use of biosolids on State Land. County supervisors and staff continue to receive a high
volume of complaints from affected residents.

Moreover, local date growers have reported significant crop losses — amounting to millions of dollars every
year — which they attribute to conditions aggravated by the biosolid application. Of particular concern is that
the majority of the biosolids applied at this site originate in California, placing an undue burden on Yuma
County residents and raising serious questions about whether this practice reflects an appropriate or intended
use of Arizona State Trust Land.

Compounding these concerns, Yuma County remains the only county in Arizona where domestic septage
continues to be land-applied, a practice that is increasingly out of step with statewide norms and incompatible
with the expectations of residents living near this State Land parcel. This unique burden further underscores
the need to reevaluate whether current operations are appropriate for this site.

The County has engaged repeatedly with regulatory and legislative partners to address these issues. In 2023,
Governor Hobbs signed House Bill 2669 into law, which strengthened state statutes governing the land
application of sewage sludge and biosolids. While this was an important step, implementation and enforcement
by the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality remain limited, and the problems affecting nearby
residents persist.

Given this history, we believe it is time to shift approaches. The County stands ready to work collaboratively
with the Department, regulatory agencies, and local stakeholders to identify alternative, constructive uses for
this State Land that deliver economic benefit without imposing a burden on our community.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Department to terminate AgTech'’s lease and work with Yuma
County and local stakeholders to identify future uses of this State Land that better align with the purpose of the
Trust and the Department’s fiduciary responsibilities.



Page No. 2
December 1, 2025
AZ State Land Department

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We appreciate your leadership and stand ready to assist in the next
steps. '

Sincerely,
M A Y\
Martin Porchas, Chairman, District 1 Jonatgancﬂmgs Vice Chair, District 2
Darren Simmans, Supervisor District 3 Marco A. “Tony” Reyes, Supervisor District 4
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Lynne nerazi, Supervisor Dlstnct

Cc:
The Honorable Katie Hobbs, Govemnor of Arizona

Patrick Adams, Senior Advisor for Water Policy, Office of the Governor
Jen Diffley, L.and Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor

Telephone: (928) 373-1010 website: www.yumacountyaz.gov Fax: (928) 373-1120
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