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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF YUMA

IN THE MATTER OF: ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NO. 2025-23

FAMILY COURT PATHWAYS TOOL

N N e Nt et N e’

WHEREAS the Superior Court of Yuma County is interested in evaluating the impact
of a triage model (i.e., Family Court Pathways Tool) on family law case management based
on the type of intervention or support required. A series of studies have explored how triage
models can improve safety, efficiency, and case management in family law matters. Several
Jurisdictions across the United States have developed, implemented, and analyzed pathways
programs, in response to gunidance by the National Center for State Courts, to assist those
courts in acting quickly in high-risk cases, offer more support when risk factors are present,
and move cases faster, all leading to improvement of court and party satisfaction, improving
case processes, and improving time and resource allocation;

WHEREAS the Superior Court of Yuma County has investigated the Johnson
County, Kansas triage tool developed by Judge Keven O’Grady, evaluated for predictive
validity by Associate Professor Karey O’Hara, Arizona State University, New College School
of Interdisciplinary Forensics, and evaluated for usability by Professor Staci Pratt, University
of Colorado, School of Law. The Superior Court of Yuma County will conduct a pilot
program focused on validating that tool (“Family Court Pathways Tool™) for use in Arizona in
conjunction with Professor O’Hara;

WHEREAS the Presiding Judge has general administrative authority over the Judicial
Branch of governments in Yuma County;

WHEREAS the Family Court Pathways Tool will be used to quickly and efficiently
assess family court cases to determine the most appropriate level of court intervention and
services needed while promoting the best interests of children, reduce conflict, and allocate
court and community resources effectively, in support of Chief Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer
2024-2029 Strategic Agenda (...and Justice for All);
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WHEREAS the Conciliation Court developed a Procedures Manual for the operation
of Family Court Pathways Tool; and

Good cause appearing,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a party will complete the Family Court Pathways
Tool by meeting with the Court Navigator at the Yuma County Superior Court law library:

(a) Prior to or when filing or responding to an initial petition for Dissolution of Marriage
with Minor Children, or

(b) Prior to or when filing or responding to an initial petition for Legal Separation of
Marriage with Minor Children, or

(c) Prior to or when filing or responding to establish Paternity, Legal Decision-
Making/Parenting Time/Child Support.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Family Court Pathways Tool will not be
completed when:
(a) One or both parties are represented by an attorney, or
(b) There are post-decree actions.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Famity Court Pathways Tool:

(a) Will be directly submitted to Professor O’Hara and the pilot assignment team
managed by Professor O’Hara;

(b) Must not be retained in the case file;

(c) Must not contain personal identifiers;

(d) Is not subject to Rule 123, Rules of Arizona Supreme Court; and

(e) Must be destroyed in accord with the Memorandum of Understanding governing this
pilot project.

[T IS FURTHER ORDERED that the pilot project shall run for a period not to
exceed 36 months, effective November 3, 2025,

q4n

DATED this day of October, 2025.

yvaa

Hono:{{ble Yavid M. Haws
Presiding Judge
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Original filed with:
Hon. Lynn Fazz, Clerk of the Superior Court

Copies to:
Hon. Mark Wayne Reeves, Div. |

Hon. R. Erin Farrar, Div. 2

Hon. Larry Kenworthy, Div. 3

Hon. Roger A. Nelson, Div. 5

Hon. Nathaniel Sorenson, Div. 6

Hon. Darci D. Weede, Div. 7

Hon. Claudia Gonzalez, Comm. 1

Hon. Eliza B. Johnson, Comm. 2

Hon. Levi Gunderson, Comm. 3

Kathleen M. Schaben, Court Administrator
Nancy Gray-Eade, Deputy Court Administrator
Dona Miller-Robbins, Judicial Case Manager
Maria Beltran, Law Library Manager

Bobbie Jo Daily, Chief Deputy Clerk

Yuma County Bar Association
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