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Section One—QOverview

1.1 Purpose

The Yuma County 2030 Comprehensive Plan, herein after referred to as the “Plan”, is intended
to accomplish coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the unincorporated area of
Yuma County. In accordance with Arizona Revised Statutes Title 11, Chapter 6, Article 1, the
Plan was developed guiding and accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious devel-
opment of the area of jurisdiction pursuant to the present and future needs of the county. The
Plan was developed to promote conserve the natural resources of the county, to ensure efficient
expenditure of public monies and to promote the health, safety, convenience and general wel-
fare of the public. The Plan is the official guide for the development of the unincorporated area
of Yuma County. The purpose of the plan is primarily as an aid to the county planning and
zoning commission and to the board of supervisors in the performance of their duties.

1.2 Legislative Authority

The Growing Smarter A ct was Arizona’s first growth management legislation and became ef-
fective August 21, 1998. In February 2000, part two of the Growing Smarter Act, Growing
Smarter Plus, was passed and became effective May 18, 2000. Together, these laws form the
basis of planned growth management legislation in the State.

Growing Smarter Plus attempts to address problems associated with growth. The legislation
strengthened requirements for county planning. Under Growing Smarter Plus, each Arizona
county is required to prepare and adopt a new ten-year comprehensive plan. Consequently, the
legislation ensures regulated growth.

1.3 Scope

The Plan addresses a wide variety of countywide characteristics, concerns and issues that the
impacts of growth will generate. Central to developing the components of the Plan are the core
concepts set forth by the Growing Smarter legislation and recommended by the Growing Smart-
er Commission.

Yuma County Context:

e Yuma County covers 5,500 square miles

e From 2010 to 2020, Yuma County has experienced a 4% increase in pop-
ulation

o Continued average growth rates would result in county population in-
creasing from 203,881 residents to a projected 212,509 residents by
2030.




1.4 Plan Organization

The Plan contains twelve elements. Land Use, Circulation, Water Resources, Energy, Open
Space, Recreational Resources, Environmental and Cost of Development Elements, are required
by State law. Safety, Housing, Public Participation and Regional Coordination Elements are
optional; however, Yuma County have included these elements.

Table 1: Mandated & Optional Elements

Mandated Elements Optional Elements
Land Use Safety
Circulation Housing
Water Resources Public Participation
Energy Regional Coordination
Open Space

Recreational Resources

Environmental

Cost of Development

1.5 Plan Utilization

The Plan has wide-ranging applicability. As a whole, it is a document that provides guidance
on how the county will address growth and development over the next ten years. Thus, the Plan
is to be used for the following:

Regulatory Guidelines—The Plan represents the official adopted guidelines for present
and future growth within the unincorporated area of Yuma County. The Plan is used by the
Board of Supervisors, Planning and Zoning Commission, county staff and developers as a
basis for making recommendations and updating the zoning ordinance, regulations, proce-
dures, rezoning, variance and special use permit requests, proposed development projects,
subdivision design, Board of Adjustment cases and capital improvement planning.

Policy Development—Provide recommendations to elected and appointed officials and lo-
cal communities to adopt policies that accommodate projected growth.

Establish Planning Focus—The implementation, attainment and monitoring measures rep-
resent desired actions to guide development to achieve better coordinated and planned
growth.

Assist Development Community—Provide the development community with useful infor-
mation to determine acceptable sites for new development, coordinate land uses and in-
crease the predictability of project approval.



1.6 Core Concepts

Yuma County Character—A primary intent of the Plan is to reflect the unique characteristics
of the county and to enhance and preserve those qualities. These characteristics include its rural
heritage, strategic location, river corridor and a diverse economy supported by bi-national activ-
ities including retirement communities, military facilities, government employment and tour-
ism.

Public Participation—In updating the Plan, it was understood that uncoordinated and un-
planned growth, combined with a lack of common goals, posed a threat to the future quality of
life enjoyed by Yuma County residents. Hence, in adopting Growing Smarter Plus, broad-
based citizen participation was required to ensure the public’s interest was incorporated
throughout the process. The Plan includes policies, priorities and actions proposed through ex-
tensive citizen participation and designed to be representative of county residents.

Important concepts and high priority items suggested by county residents to provide a frame-
work for the Plan are as follows:

e Agricultural Lands—Preserve rural character, encourage the conservation of agricultural
lands, and discourage uses that conflict.

e Transportation—Encourage efficient and effective transportation systems based on region-
al priorities and coordinated with county, municipal, State, military and Federal manage-
ment agencies.

e Growth Management—Promote development in areas where adequate public facilities and
services exist or could be provided in an efficient manner.

e Open Space— Encourage conservation of open space, retention of open space sites and ex-
pansion of recreational resources.

e Property Rights—Ensure the property rights of landowners are protected.

o« Environmental Resources—Protect, conserve and enhance environmental resources, ac-
cess to natural resource lands, air and water quality and availability of water.

e Economic Development—Encourage a stable and enduring economic base by planning for
adequate land use development.

o Financial Resources—Ensure the efficient spending of public funds by analyzing the fiscal
impacts of land use decisions.



