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The Yuma County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission met in a regular session
on March 12, 2025. The meeting was held at the Yuma County Main Library
Conference Room, 2851 8. 21st Drive, Yuma, Arizona.

CALL TO ORDER: At 1:00 P.M., Commissioner Cavanaugh convened the Yuma
County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission in open session.
Commissioners present were: Barbara Cavanaugh, Judy Phillips, Tim Gilliland,
Althea Evans, James Jones and Rosalie Lines.

Commissioners absent were: Linda Elliot.

Others present were: Tiffany Anderson/ Facilities Management Director and Judy
Esparza.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commissioner Cavanaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance.
PRESENTATIONS:

No. 1: Update on Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project scope for
Tacna Park by Tiffany Anderson.

Yuma County has received $500,000 to enhance accessibility at Tacna Park. The
project includes the installation of new concrete pathways leading to the balifield
bleachers and playgrounds, as well as ADA-compliant bleachers and picnic tables.
Additionally, it will feature dugout benches and shade structures, inclusive play
equipment, and new playground surfacing, which will consist of poured-in-place rubber
surfacing and engineered wood fiber. The project is scheduled for completion by
December 1, 2026. However, the installation of dugout benches is expected to be
finished before summer begins, around the end of May or the beginning of June. The
project's budget will cover all activities and some work will be performed by Yuma
County staff to help save costs.

No. 2: Update on FY 2024/25 park projects by Tiffany Anderson.

Playground shade structures will hopefully be installed by the end of June at all parks;
permits were delayed due to additional inspections required.

Three (3) flagpoles have been purchased and installed behind the Gold Star Memorial
at the Foothills Community Park; they are equipped with solar flag lights. Additionally,
three (3) in-ground spectator benches have been purchased using operating funds, and
their color will match that of the park’s picnic tables.

The Camino del Diablo historic marker has been relocated by Public Works from South
Foothilis Boulevard to a spot within the park property to ensure safe access.

The Agricultural Mechanics Class at Gila Ridge High School is currently assembling

bicycle racks. The selected locations for these racks include Foothills Park, Tacna Park
and the new Administration Services Building. Three (3) different designs were chosen
from student submissions, and each rack will prominently feature the name of the park.
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No. 3: Update on preliminary budget recommendations for FY 2025/26 park
projects by Tiffany Anderson

The budget requests for FY 2025/26 park projects included: new monument signs for
Gadsden, Mesa del Sol and Tacna Parks, matching the Foothills Community Park sign;
installing a basketball court, parking lot lights and a new concession stand at Tacna
Park; and the local match required for a State project that will extend the bicycle and
pedestrian path along the West Main Canal to connect Avenues B and C.

The Budget Review Team preliminarily recommended only the local match budget
request. Yuma County is being cautious with the FY 2025/26 budget due to uncertain
federal funding. A loss of federal funding may mean using general fund dollars for
projects currently funded with federal grants.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

No. 1: Approval of meeting minutes for November 13, 2024.

MOTION: (JUDY PHILLIPS/ ALTHEA EVANS) Approved as presented.
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 5-0, with Commissioners Elliot and Lines absent.
Commissioner Lines joined the meeting at 1:42 p.m.

No. 2; Discussion and possible action regarding future development at the
Foothills Community Park.

The project is seeking funding through the Arizona Parks and Trails Heritage Grant for
Fiscal Year 2025/26. If the grant is included in the State’s FY 2025/26 budget and Yuma
County is awarded, we would receive the funds around fall 2025. The Phase 2
development of Foothills Community Park aims to enhance the park with features such
as a fenced-in dog run, extended walking path with three benches, expanded parking
lot, ramada, and large grass area for passive play.

Commission member concerns include the maintenance and design of the dog park,
particularly regarding cleaning and disease prevention, as well as a preference for
preserving natural vegetation like existing ironwood trees.

The Commission moved to recommend that the Phase 2 development maintain natural
vegetation and segment the dog park.

MOTION: (JUDY PHILLIPS/ROSALIE LINES)
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Elliot absent.

EVENTS AND CALENDAR/CURRENT EVENTS: Commission members and staff will
report on and may discuss events attended or to be attended on behalf of the
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Commission and may present a brief summary of current events and may update the
schedule for future meeting, as appropriate. No legal action will be taken, pursuant to
A.R.S. § 38-431.02(K).

Staff shared the following events:

e Next scheduled Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission meeting will be held
May 14, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. at the Yuma Main Library.

e The Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society is planning a Veterans’ Day
event around the Gold Star Memorial at the Foothills Park. More details will be
shared as they are available.

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:

1. Election for Commission chairperson and vice chairperson.
2. Project updates for Foothills Community Park Phase 2, Tacna Park CDBG
project scope of work, and progress on Fiscal Year 2024/25 parks projects.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned at 1:50 pm. (MOTION: BARBARA CAVANAUGH/ JUDY PHILLIPS)

Adopted this/Z. Day of H/ @/ , 2025.
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Barbara Cavanaugh - Chairman




