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The Yuma County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission met in a regular session
on November 13, 2024. The meeting was held at the Yuma County Main Library
Conference Room, 2951 S. 21st Drive, Yuma, Arizona.

CALL TO ORDER: At 1:00 P.M., Commissioner Cavanaugh convened the Yuma
County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission in open session.

Commissioners present were: Barbara Cavanaugh, Judy Phillips, Tim Gilliland,
Althea Evans, James Jones and Linda Elliot.

Commissioners absent were: Rosalie Lines

Others present were: Tiffany Anderson/ Facilities Management Director, Jessica
Holzer/ County Attorney, Diana Veloz/ Community Planning Administrative Director,
Jesus Melendrez/ YCNHA Natural Resources Program Manager, Anna Reagle/ YCNHA
Grants and Judy Esparza.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commissioner Cavanaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance.
PRESENTATIONS:

No. 1: Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area presentation on East and West
Wetlands Park natural trail system by Jesus Melendrez.

Jesus Melendrez provided an overview of the Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area
(YCNHA), a collaborative initiative to transform a former city dumpsite into a vibrant
recreational park along the riverfront. Currently undergoing phased construction, the
park spans 110 acres and incorporates natural landscaping to enhance its aesthetic
appeal as it develops. This area features a network of trails, covered ramadas, and
educational signage designed to inform visitors about the site’s historical significance
and natural attributes. The park was developed through a collaborative effort between
YCNHA, the City of Yuma, and the Quechan Indian Tribe with financing sourced from
federal, State and local entities. The project embodies ongoing community engagement
and developmental efforts to broaden recreational options while preserving Yuma's
natural heritage. Additionally, Jesus highlighted the financial considerations associated
with establishing and maintaining a trail system, detailing the distinctions among the
construction and maintenance of natural dirt, decomposed granite and concrete trails.

No. 2: Update on grant application(s) by Diana Veloz, Community Planning
Administrative Director.

Diana Veloz shared that the Grants team is currently researching grant applications for
various projects, including the Arizona Diamondbacks grant for building a baseball field
or maintaining an existing one and the Phoenix Suns grant for a basketball court.

Diana also mentioned that the grant awarded by the Arizona Department of Housing for
Tacna Park is designated for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding
aimed at ADA improvements. This grant includes $500,000 for eligible projects, which
may involve improving existing park amenities to meet ADA standards, widening
sidewalks and adding new ADA-compliant equipment to existing playgrounds.
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No. 3: Presentation of Parks website by Tiffany Anderson

Tiffany provided an overview of the Parks website. The website provides location and
amenity information on all County parks. There is a page dedicated to donations and
volunteer opportunities, which includes guidelines and applications for the adopt-a-park
program and park volunteer projects. It also includes information on the Commission,
such as meeting minutes and agendas.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

No. 1: Approval of meeting minutes for September 11, 2024.
MOTION: (ALTHEA EVANS/JAMES JONES) Approved as presented.
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Lines absent.

No. 2: Discussion and possible action regarding adopted park rules.

Tiffany Anderson presented information regarding a community member's inquiry to the
County about the inability to carry a permitted concealed weapon in parks. Jessica
Holzer, County Attorney, explained that research uncovered a conflict between the
statute used to establish park rules and another State law, which prohibits county
governments or State entities from restricting the use, possession, carrying, sale or
purchase of firearms, except in specific circumstances. Jessica noted that the County is
obligated to follow State statute and cannot impose restrictions on firearm possession in
parks.

The proposed action is to repeal the “no firearms” rule from the park rules due to this
conflicting State law. This process will follow the same procedures as the initial
establishment of park rules, including publication and a public hearing.

MOTION: (JUDY PHILLIPS/JAMES JONES) Motion to recommend to the Board of
Supervisors to repeal the “no firearms” rule from the Adopted Park Rules due to State
statute.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 3-2 and 1 abstention, with Commissioner Lines absent.
No. 3: Discussion and possible action regarding park donations.

Tiffany provided an update on the three trees donated to Foothills Community Park, two
of which have been planted to the west of the play area. These trees are expected to
provide shade to the swings and play structure when they reach maturity. The third tree
was planted near a bench pad on the east end of the park.

Foothills Rotary has donated $2,650 for a concrete bench at Foothills Community Park.
The bench has been ordered and is anticipated to arrive by the end of December. Once
the bench is installed, a donation plaque will be completed and ready for placement.
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The Gila Ridge High School Career and Technical Education office was approached
regarding an opportunity for their CTE classes to construct bicycle racks for the parks.
The Gila Ridge agricultural mechanics class has developed six different designs for
consideration. Two designs have been selected, one for Foothills Park and one for
Tacna Park. The bicycle racks will be constructed before spring break.

Tiffany also presented an idea for creating a donor wall at Foothills Community Park,
which included three options: small brass plaques for each tree donation affixed to the
wall, a larger brass plaque listing donors and their contributions per calendar year, and
a donor tree with engraved leaves. Concerns regarding cost, maintenance and potential
vandalism were discussed in relation to these donor recognition options. An alternative
option mentioned was the use of engraved pavers as a pathway.

No action was taken.

No. 4: Discussion and possible action regarding future park projects and park
uses.

Tiffany presented a list that will be submitted for budget requests for the upcoming fiscal
year (FY 2025/26) to the Board of Supervisors. The requests include: new park signs for
Mesa Del Sol, Gadsden and Tacna parks that are consistent with the sign at Foothills
Community Park; soccer goals for Gadsden Park; and a new basketball court for Tacna,
which might be submitted for a Phoenix Suns grant next year.

The Commission members requested for the discussion of future park projects and
uses to be continued at the next scheduled Commission meeting.

MOTION: (JUDY PHILIPS/JAMES JONES) Motion to recommend list of budget
requests for park development in the upcoming fiscal year 2025/26.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Lines absent.

EVENTS AND CALENDAR/CURRENT EVENTS: Commission members and staff will
report on and may discuss events attended or to be attended on behalf of the
Commission and may present a brief summary of current events and may update the

schedule for future meeting, as appropriate. No legal action will be taken, pursuant to
A.R.S. § 38-431.02(K).

Staff shared the following events:

o Louie Gradias will be recognized for his 30+ years of work with Gadsden Park on
November 18, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at the Board of Supervisors meeting.

e Next scheduled Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission meeting will be held
January 8, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. at the Yuma Main Library.
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ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:

1. A discussion about the future development of Foothills Community Park.
2. Continued discussion of future park projects and uses.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned at 2:50 pm. (MOTION: JUDY PHILLIPS/ALTHEA EVANS)

Adopted this/{_Day of 777 N0 s 2005
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