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The Yuma County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission met in a regular session
on September 11, 2024. The meeting was held at the Yuma County Main Library
Meeting Room A, 2951 S. 21st Drive, Yuma, Arizona.

CALL TO ORDER: At 1:16 P.M., Commissioner Evans convened the Yuma County
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission in open session.

Commissioners present were: Barbara Cavanaugh, Judy Phillips, Rosalie Lines, Tim
Gilliland, Althea Evans and James Jones.

Commissioners absent were: Linda Elliot

Others present were: lan McGaughey/ County Administrator, Tiffany Anderson/
Facilities Management Director, Jessica Holzer/ County Attorney, Diana Veloz/
Community Planning Administrative Director, David Hylland/ Construction Projects
Director, Brianna Gonzalez and Judy Esparza.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commissioner Evans led the Pledge of Allegiance.
PRESENTATIONS:

No. 1: Update on Yuma County Foothills Community Park project progress by
David Hylland, Construction Projects Director, and Diana Veloz, Community
Planning Administrative Director.

David Hylland presented an update on the park's progress, emphasizing the
development phases for the park. He explained that Phase 1 included a walking path,
two (2) ramadas, a playground and restrooms. The Phase 1 development of the park is
almost complete, with the addition of a restroom building and the future installation of
inclusive play equipment as sub-phases. The restroom building is 99% complete, with
final installations expected to be finished soon. The restroom is approximately 2,600
square feet and cost $300,000 to construct.

The adult changing table in both the men and women’s restrooms are located opposite
the stalis; there will not be a separate family restroom or partitioned area for the
changing table. Commissioners shared concerns regarding the changing table area not
having partitions or a privacy screen.

The Board of Supervisors has funded two (2) pieces of inclusive playground equipment:
a wheelchair-accessible platform and an extended platform with a teeter-totter-like
feature. Funding is being pursued for the cost of installation for the inclusive play area.

Within the next month, a second light pole wili be instalied near the play area. in
January 2025, a new shade structure covering the 2-to-5-year-old playground will be
installed. The shade structure will match the existing shade. Phase 2 of the park
development is 50% designed, with no construction schedule due to funding
constraints.
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Commission members asked to consider the development of a natural trail for Phase 2,
which will incorporate existing landscaping and trees, rather than the previously planned
design for additional grass area and walking path.

Diana Veloz shared that the Heritage Parks Grant through Arizona States Parks and
Trails is not being funded this year, which was the anticipated funding source for Phase
2. Future development at the Foothills Community Park is on hold pending the
identification of an alternate funding source.

No. 2: Update on Louie Gradias recognition by Tiffany Anderson, Facilities
Management Director.

The Board of Supervisors will formally recognize Louie Gradias and his wife, Delia, at
the November 4, 2024 meeting. Public Works will present Louie with a sign and both will
receive certificates of appreciation for their years of service to Gadsden Park.

No. 3: Update on parks donations by Tiffany Anderson, Facilities Management
Director.

Yuma County has received $4,150 in cash donations for a concrete bench, two (2) trees
and a $500 donation toward future purchase of inclusive play equipment for Foothills
Community Park. A Gold Star Memorial By-way Marker affixed to a large boulder was
aiso donated to the Foothills Community Park. This Gold Star Marker is the first in
Arizona and will be dedicated on November 7, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

Purchases are in progress for the concrete bench and planting of two (2) trees.

No. 4: Presentation regarding social media use of Commission members by
Tiffany Anderson, Facilities Management Director.

Guidance was provided to the Commission as a whole and to each Commissioner in
their official capacity. Commission members are encouraged to follow Yuma County
Government on Facebook, share Yuma County press releases, direct interested
individuals to the Yuma County webpage for more information, and request staff to work
with County Communications on specific park announcements.

Commissioners are not allowed to use the Yuma County logo; use of the official County
logo is only authorized by County Administration.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS
No. 1: Approval of meeting minutes for June 12, 2024,
MOTION: (JUDY PHILLIPS/ROSALIE LINES) Approved as presented.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Elliot absent.
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No. 2: Discussion and possible action regarding establishing a parks volunteer
program.

Tiffany Anderson presented staff's recommendation for the parks volunteer program to
include both one-day volunteer and Adopt-a-Park or Adopt-a-Trail opportunities. The
one-day volunteer opportunity requires a waiver of liability for all participants, County
staff support, and staff assistance to identify project areas. The Adopt-a-Park program
requires neighborhood groups or service organizations to complete an application and
commit to cleaning up the adopted park several times per year. The Adopt-a-Trail
program will be introduced after the completion of the bikeway between Avenue B and
C in 2025.

Park volunteer guidelines and application will be posted on the County's website once
finalized.

MOTION: (JUDY PHILLIPS/BARBARA CAVANAUGH) Approved as presented.
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Elliot absent.

No. 3: Discussion and possible action regarding future park projects and park
uses, including but not limited to BMX facilities such as a bicycle safety town or
pump track.

The future park projects and park uses in Yuma County include considerations for BMX
facilities and a bicycle safety fown, as requested by the Yuma County Bike Coalition.
The City of Yuma is currently developing a pump track at the Kennedy Park Complex. A
recently opened bike park in Southern California serves as an example of what could be
developed in Yuma County. The cost of the City of San Marcos bike park cost
$1,200,000 to build, with $400,000 worth of donated dirt, excluding additional expenses
such as the perimeter fence and final sealant on the jumps, and requires significant
maintenance. Yuma County already has a BMX park on Pacific Avenue, managed by
Yuma BMX, under a grant of use agreement with the County. This agreement requires
Yuma BMX to have lability insurance that lists the County as an additional insured.

Staff shared information about small parks projects that are being considered for
funding in Fiscal Year 2025/26 budget, such as new monument signs at Gadsden,
Mesa del Sol and Tacna parks, as well as improvements to Tacha Park submitted for a
competitive CDBG grant.

MOTION: (ROSALIE LINES/JAMES JONES) Motion to defer consideration of additional
BMX facilities at Yuma County parks.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissicner Elliot absent.



YUMA COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
REGULAR SESSION SEPTEMBER 11, 2024 Page 4 of 4

No. 4: Establish next meeting date and time.

Commissioners agreed to hold the next regular meeting on November 13, 2024 at 1:00
p.m. at the Yuma Main Library.

MOTION: (JUDY PHILLIPS/ROSALIE LINES) Approved as presented.
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Elliot absent.
EVENTS AND CALENDAR/CURRENT EVENTS: Commission members and staff will
report on and may discuss events attended or to be attended on behalf of the
Commission and may present a brief summary of current events and may update the
schedule for future meeting, as appropriate. No legal action will be taken, pursuant to
A.R.S. § 38-431.02(K).
Staff shared the following events:
* Louie Gradias will be recognized for his 30+ years of work with Gadsden Park on
November 4, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at the Board of Supervisors meeting.
* The Gold Star Memorial By-way Marker dedication ceremony is tentatively planned
for November 7, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. at the Foothills Community Park.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:

1. Possible presentation on Library District plans for Foothills Library and open
space.

2. Update on grant application(s) and opportunities.
3. Update on park donations.
4. Possible presentation by a local garden club on natural landscape.
5. Discussion on future park projects and uses.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned at 2:35 pm. (MOTION: JUDY PHILLIPS/ROSALIE LINES)

Adopted thisﬁ Day of ; 22% M M&Q /2024,

lsa @MamegA

Barbara Cavanaugh - Chairman /



