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The Yuma County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission met in a regular session 
on May 8, 2024. The meeting was held at the Yuma County Public Works Training 
Room, 4343 S. Avenue 5 ½ E, Yuma, Arizona.   

CALL TO ORDER: At 1:34 P.M., Commissioner Cavanaugh convened the Yuma 
County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission in open session. 
Commissioners present were: Barbara Cavanaugh, Judy Phillips, Rosalie Lines, and 
Althea Evans. 
Commissioners absent were: Tim Gilliland and Linda Elliot 
Others present were: Joshua Scott/County Administration, Marilyn Whitenton/Yuma 
Orchid & African Violet Society; Jeff Brand/Yuma Region Bicycle Coalition; Diana 
Veloz/Grants Administration, Tiffany Anderson/Facilities Management Director, Kelly 
Fricke/Public Works Director, Jessica Holzer/County Attorney, and Minda Davy/County 
Attorney. 

     PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Commissioner Cavanaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 PRESENTATIONS: No. 1 Presentation/Discussion by Joshua Scott/Deputy County 
Administrator regarding the transition of Parks Commission  oversight to 
Facilities Management and the responsibilities of the Parks & Recreation 
Advisory Commission members.  

 Josh presented and update on the Board of Supervisors recent adoption of a new 
resolution and the consequent revision of the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission’s duties and responsibilities. Notable changes include redefining the 
quorum determination, now based on “appointed or sitting members”, facilitating more 
frequent meetings. Additionally, the county administrator has appointed the Facilities 
Management department to facilitate the future Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission meetings, given their responsibility for park maintenance. This transition is 
scheduled to commence with the September meeting. 

     PRESENTATIONS: No. 2 Presentation/Discussion by Marilyn Whitenton/Yuma 
Orchid & African Violet Society regarding the history of Blue Star/Gold Star 
Project and Gold Star marker to be dedicated at Foothills Community Park. 

 Marilyn Whitenton, the secretary of the Orchid & African Violet Society, provided insight 
into their organization and highlighted their community projects both in Yuma and 
nationwide. Marilyn also delved in the history and significance of the Blue Star/Gold Star 
markers. The organization expressed their intention to install a memorial marker at the 
Foothills Community Park in November, 2024, coinciding with Veterans Day. 

 PRESENTATIONS: No. 3 Presentation/Discussion by Jeff Brand/Yuma Region 
Bicycle Coalition regarding park elements of the Yuma County Bikeways Master 
Plan.  

 Jeff Brand, the president of the Yuma Region Bicycle Coalition, briefed the attendees on 
the Yuma County Bikeways Master plan. He discussed the incorporation of potential 
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features like a “Bicycle Safety Town” and “Pump Track” within the Yuma County parks. 
A Bicycle Safety Town offers and interactive experience for bikers of all skill levels to 
learn road rules. On the other hand, Pump Tracks are designed for riders to generate 
momentum solely through body movements, accommodating mountain bikes and BMX 
bikes. When asked about the intention of including these facilities in Yuma County 
Parks, Brand confirmed that it aligns with the goals and objectives of the Yuma County 
Bike Plan.  

 PRESENTATIONS: No. 4 Presentation/Discussion by Diana Veloz/Grants 
Administration regarding the next two phases and funding proposed for the 
Foothills Community Park. 

 Diana provided the group with updates regarding the Foothills Community Park and the 
ongoing phases awaiting completion. Presently, the park stands at 90% completion, 
with the restrooms Phase 1b remaining unfinished. Diana noted that there are additional 
costs associated with completing the restroom phase and informed the attendee that 
they are awaiting a response from the Arizona State Park & Trails Commission 
regarding the request proposal for an additional $110,000 in grant funding. Diana 
mentioned that Phase 2, the additional quarter-mile extension of the park, will 
commence its funding application process in fiscal year 2024/2025.  

 PRESENTATIONS: No. 5 Presentation/Discussion by Tiffany Anderson/Facilities 
Director regarding the recent park improvements, park monument sign design, 
and FY 2024/25 park project requests. 

 Tiffany provided an overview of recent park improvements and special projects 
completed across Yuma County. These initiatives were made possible through 
operational funds from the parks budget and approvals from the Board of Supervisors. 
Gadsden Park saw the installation of two new dog waste stations. A capital 
improvement project was undertaken to upgrade outdoor lights to LED fixtures, 
including installation at the Gadsden ball field. Additionally, new picnic tables were 
added, and the spectator bleachers were updated. Furthermore, a new walking path 
was constructed from the bleachers to the restrooms. At Mesa Del Sol Optimist Park, 
efforts were made to enhance accessibility. This included connecting the ramada to the 
walking path and installing solar lights to address the lack of power in the park. 
Additionally, a fence was erected around the park to enhance safety by preventing 
sports balls from entering the street. The Optimist Club took initiative to improve the 
park experience. They purchased new picnic benches, secured sponsorships for a 
soccer goal, and installed a community notice board. Furthermore, a grant secured from 
the Association of Realtors will enable the installation of a backstop in the southwest 
corner of the park.  

 Tiffany mentioned last fiscal year, improvements were made to Tacna Park, including 
the painting of handicap parking spaces with a concrete pad that connects to the park’s 
walking path. Additionally, dog waste stations were installed, and all lights on the 
ballfield were upgraded to LED fixtures. Furthermore, crossties were added around the 
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parking lot to prevent vehicles from entering the park and to establish a boundary for the 
parking area.   

 

 During the recent update, Tiffany showcased the new Foothills Community Park 
monument sign, which is set to become the standard template for all Yuma County 
Parks moving forward. Commencing in FY24/25, Tiffany aims to secure funding 
approval from the Board of Supervisors to replace all park signage with monument sign.  

 Furthermore, Tiffany discussed her request for funding to install shade structures over 
playground equipment at county parks, a recommendation supported by the Board of 
Supervisors. She believes that this initiative will enhance park utilization throughout the 
year.  

 Regarding projects in Tacna Park that were not recommended, including the installation 
of a basketball court, lighting in the parking lot, and new baseball dugout benches with 
shade, Tiffany outlined her efforts to secure funding. While these projects were not 
selected for funding through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) or the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), she has proposed them as state special projects 
under CDBG funds. The application acceptance timeframe for special projects is 
scheduled for October of this year. Tiffany expressed her commitment to working with 
the grants team to secure funding for these improvements.   

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 

No. 1:  Approval of meeting minutes for April 12th, 2023. 

MOTION: (PHILLIPS/EVANS) Approved as presented. 
 
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Elliot and Gilliland absent. 
 
No. 2: Discussed and Possible action to recommend proposed park rules to the 
Boards to Supervisors for adoption. 
 
Tiffany opened discussion asking for possible action on proposed park rules which 
included park hours 6 am- 10 pm, park and ramada uses “first come first serve”, no 
alcoholic beverages, no smoking, no firearms, no vehicles, no glass containers, no loud 
music, no littering, no fireworks, keep dogs on a leash, and clean up after your dog. The 
commissioners provided feedback, recommending that the rule pertaining to vehicles be 
revised from “no vehicles” to “no motorized vehicles.” This recommendation will be 
formally submitted to the Board of Supervisors for consideration.  
 
MOTION: (PHILLIP/LINES) Approved as presented. 
 
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Elliot and Gilliland absent. 
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Tiffany open discussion and possible action on “no overnight parking” sign and at that 
the Foothills Community Park. The purpose of the sign is to regulate parking and the 
safety and security of the park area. This recommendation will be formally submitted to 
the Board of Supervisors for consideration. 
 
MOTION: (PHILLIP/CAVANAUGH) Approved as presented. 
 
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Elliot and Gilliland absent. 
 
 
No. 3: Discussed and Possible action to recommend submission of a proposed 
donation policy to the Boards of Supervisors for adoption. 
 
During discussion, Commissioner Cavanaugh, Phillips, Lines, and Evans reviewed the 
proposed donation policy, which includes a donation application for organizations to 
submit for possible donations such as; benches, trees, bike racks, playground 
equipment, and operations and maintenance to the park. The Commissioners made a 
recommendation subject to legal review in acceptance of the donation guideline to be 
recommended to the Board of Supervisors for consideration.  
 
MOTION: (EVANS/LINES) Approved as presented. 
 
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Elliot and Gilliland absent. 
 
 
No. 4: Schedule next meeting date and time.  
 
Commissioners agreed to schedule the next regular meeting June 12th. 
 
EVENTS AND CALENDAR/CURRENT EVENTS: Commission members and staff will 
report on and may discuss events attended or to be attended on behalf of the 
Commission and may present a brief summary of current events and may update the 
schedule for future meeting, as appropriate. No legal action will be taken, pursuant to 
ARS §38-431.02(K) 
 

- No reports were forthcoming- 
 
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 
 
Future agenda items to be determined and added for the next meeting in June.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:37 pm. (MOTION: EVANS/CAVANAUGH) 
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Adopted this ____ Day of ____________, 2024. 
 
 /s/ Barbara Cavanaugh 

Barbara Cavanaugh - Chairman 
 


