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The Yuma County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission met in a regular session
on June 8, 2022. The meeting was held at the Yuma County Public Works Training
Room, 4343 S. Avenue 5 % E, Yuma, Arizona.

CALL TO ORDER: At 1:40 P.M., Commissioner Cavanaugh convened the Yuma
County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission in open session.

Commissioners present were: Barbara Cavanaugh, Jesus Meza, Rosalie Lines, Tim
Gilliland, Althea Evans, and Judy Phillips (participated by phone)

Commissioners absent were: Gladys Anaya, Louie Galaviz and Linda Elliot

Others present were: Dave Hylland, Facilities Management/Staff; Diana Veloz, Grants
Administration/Staff; Rachel Stallworth, Yuma County Improvement District
Coordinator/Staff; Brianna Gonzalez, Improvement District Specialist/Staff; Lisa
Mendez, Library Director/Staff; and, Larry Sullins, Landscape Designer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commissioner Cavanaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENTATIONS: No. 1 Presentation/Discussion by Dave Hylland regarding the
Foothills Park Development and Gadsden Park Improvements

Dave Hylland provided an update on the proposed Foothills Park design and
development. The Engineering firm, Dahl, Robbins & Associates, Inc, is designing the
layout of the park, which will be done in phases until fully constructed. Mr. Larry Sullins
is working with Dahl, Robbins with recommended plants for landscaping and layout.
Commissioners were provided with a copy of the preliminary proposal that will be
finalized in the next month. Once final design is completed and accepted, it can be
presented to the Board of Supervisors for full approval.

When all phases are completed, the park is expected to contain two ramadas, a walking
path, a playground, benches along the walking path, a paved parking lot, lights along
the walking path, large grassy areas, a restroom, grills, drinking fountains, trash
receptacles, and several trees and full range of desert flora. The first phase is proposed
to include the grading and parking lot, a walking path, a ramada and grill, a grassy area,
sprinkler system and playground.

There were numerous guestions from commissioners on installing the trees and
benches for seating, the addition of a restroom and lighting for evening.

Mr. Hylland asked that the commissioners put together their recommendations or
requested changes on landscape and design and have them submitted to him before
the end of the following week, so they could be considered, before finalizing design
within the next few weeks. He will be meeting with Diana Veloz from Grants
Administration to determine grant funds available and any matching dollars from the
County.

No. 2 Presentation by Diana Veloz regarding the grant for the Foothills Park and
recent Gadsden Park improvements
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Diana talked about the State Park Grant and matching funds to pay for the first phase.
Her hope is to have adequate funds to include full walking path lighting, and add the
playground within Phase I. Commissioners asked to have the trees incorporated into
Phase | and they will seek the donations of the trees from local garden clubs, or other
non-profit organizations, and will also request benches be donated on behalf of
organizations. There was more discussion on the benches, types of plants to be put in,
watering of the plants, and the need for a restroom as soon as possible so people don’t
have to keep utilizing the Library facilities. Commissioners were reminded to email their
suggested changes on the pending plan design, or recommendations for the park,
including the park name, by the end of day on June 16™. The Parks Project is hoping to
be started by the fall or winter of 2022.

Ms Veloz gave the commission an update of improvements made at the Gadsden Park,
with parking lot up-grades, handicap walkway accessibility, new gate closure and
fencing. There was discussion on the park utilization and regulation, and how it was to
be used if for soccer or softball, etc. Due to the inability to add new lighting for the
ballfield because of a federally protected fowl, there is inadequate evening lighting for
soccer or ball playing. Facilities Management is not currently regulating the park for
reservations of the ramadas or park itself, but may be implemented in the future.
Current parks staffing through Facilities Management only includes two people for
maintenance and repair, but would need to be increased next year to meet the needs of
the proposed Foothills Park and monitoring of Gadsden Park.

Ms Veloz welcomes any calls or recommendations on the park prior to completion of
design.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS
No. 1: Approval of meeting minutes for December 8, 2021.
MOTION: (EVANS/GILLILAND) Approved as presented.

VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 6-0, with Commissioners Anaya, Elliot and Galaviz
absent.

No. 2: Schedule next meeting date and time.

Commissioners agreed to schedule next meeting for August 10, 2022 at 1:30 p.m. if
additional information on the Parks design is available at that time.

EVENTS AND CALENDAR/CURRENT EVENTS: Commission members and staff will
report on and may discuss events attended or to be attended on behalf of the
Commission and may present a brief summary of current events and may update the
schedule for future meeting, as appropriate. No legal action will be taken, pursuant to
ARS 838-431.02(K)

- No reports were forthcoming-
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ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:
1. Discussion and feedback on commissioner’s suggestion for Park Design
2. Parks/Trails — City of Yuma information and possible partnerships. Further
discussion with Department of Development Services on trails.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned at 3:20 pm. (MOTION: EVANS/LINES)

Adopted this 13th Day of _October , 2022.

/sl Barbara Cavanaugh
Barbara Cavanaugh - Chairman




