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NOTE:  This brochure was prepared to assist 
property owners in understanding require-
ments for enclosures for pools.  The lan-
guage used in this pamphlet is not the offi-
cial terminology of Yuma County Ordinanc-
es.  For more specific information on the 
subject covered in this publication please 
call the number above and ask to speak 
with a Plans Examiner. 

Enclosure Requirements for 

Swimming Pools and A Few 

Safety Rules 

This brochure presents informational 
guidelines and Enclosure Requirements 

for Pools along with a few rules for Safe-
ty. 

 
Swimming pools shall be permitted in all 
zoning districts; however, no swimming 

pool shall be located closer than five feet 
(5’) to any lot line.  Every swimming 
pool shall be enclosed by a fence or a 

wall not less than five fee (5’) in height 
which is constructed, gated and latched 

in accordance with Section 36-1681 of 
the Arizona Revised Statutes. 

  

Here are just a few ‘Pool Rules” 

 Instruct  babysitters about potential pool 

hazards to young children and about the use 
of protective devices, such as door alarms 

and latches.  Emphasize the need for con-
stant supervision. 

 Never leave a child unsupervised near a 

pool.  During social gatherings at or near a 

pool, appoint a “designated watcher” to pro-
tect young children from pool accidents.  
Adults may take turns being the “watcher”.  

When adults become preoccupied, children 
are at risk. 

 If a child is missing check the pool first.  

Seconds count in preventing death or disabil-

ity.  Go to the edge of the pool and scan the 
entire pool bottom and surface as well as the 
pool area. 

 Do not allow  a young child in the pool 

without an adult. 

 Do not consider young children to be 

drown proof because they have had swim-
ming lessons.  Children must be watched 

closely while swimming. 

 Do not  use flotation devices as a substi-

tute for supervision. 

 Learn CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscita-

tion).  Babysitters and other caretakers such 

as grandparents and older siblings should 
also know CPR. 

 Keep rescue equipment by the pool.  Be 

sure a telephone is poolside with emergency 

numbers posted nearby. 

 Remove toys from in an around the pool 

when it is not in use.  Toys can attract young 
children to the pool. 

 Never prop open the gate to a pool bar-

rier. 
 

***BARRIERS*** 
Note:  Barriers are not childproof but they 
provide layers of protection for a child who strays 
from supervision. 

 

Note:  As a public service Live And Learn 

has 
Reprinted the following alert issued by the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
 

1. In some of the nation’s Sunbelt, drowning 
has been the leading cause of accidental 
death in the home of children under 5 years 
old.  The information below can help parents 

and caregivers provide young children with 
the protection they deserve. 

2. Each year, nationwide, more than 300 chil-

dren under 5 years old drown in residential 
swimming pools, usually a pool owned by 
their family.  In addition, more than 2,000 

children in that age group are treated in hos-
pital emergency rooms for submersion inju-
ries. 

3. Many communities have enacted safety reg-
ulations governing residential swimming 
pools, both in-ground and above-ground.  
It’s up to parents to comply with these regu-

lations.  Apart from these laws, parents who 
own pools can take their own precautions to 
reduce the chances of their youngsters ac-

cessing the family pool or spa without adult 
supervision. 

 

***ABOVE-GROUND POOLS*** 
Note:  Steps and ladders leading from the 

ground to the pool should be secured and locked 
or removed when the pool is not in use. 
 

***ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION*** 

**FOR SWIMMING POOL AND ** 

*SPA SUCTION OUTLETS* 
 

Note:  AG106.1 General.  Suction outlets 
shall be designed and installed in accordance 
with ANSI/APSP-7 from the 2009 International 

Residential Code. 
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Pool Enclosure Requirements: 
 

A. A swimming pool or other contained body of 
water that contains water eighteen inches or 
more in depth at any point and that is wider 

than eight feet at any point and is intended 
for swimming shall be protected by an en-

closure surrounding the pool area as provid-
ed in this section. 

B. A swimming pool or other contained body of 

water required to be enclosed by subsection 
A, whether a below-ground or above-ground 
pool  shall meet the following requirements: 

1.  Be entirely enclosed by at least a five 
foot wall, fence or other barrier as measured 

on the exterior side of the wall, fence or 
barrier. 
2.  Have no openings in the wall, fence or 

barrier through which a spherical object four 
inches in diameter can pass.  The horizontal 

components of any wall, fence or barrier 
shall be spaced not less than forty-five inch-
es apart measured vertically or shall be 

placed on the pool side of a wall, fence or 
barrier which shall not have any opening 

greater than one and three-quarter inches 
measured horizontally.  Wire mesh or chain 
link fences shall have a maximum mesh sixe 

of one and three-quarter inches measured 
horizontally.  
3.   Gates for the enclosure shall: 

a) Be self–closing and self-latching with 
the latch located at least fifty-four inches 

above the underlying ground or on the 
pool side of the gate with a release 
mechanism at least five inches below the 

top of the gate and no opening greater 
than one-half inch within twenty-four 

inches of the release mechanism or be 
secured by a padlock or similar device 
which requires a key, electric opener or  

 

integral combination which can have  the  
latch at any height. 

b)   Open outward from the pool. 
4.  The wall, fence or barrier shall not con-

tain openings, handholds or footholds acces-
sible from the exterior side of the enclosure 
that can be used to climb the wall, fence or 

barrier. 
5.  The wall, fence or barrier shall be at 
least twenty inches from the water’s edge. 

C. If a residence or living area constitutes part 
of the enclosure required by subsection B 

for a swimming pool or other contained 
body of water in lieu of the requirements of 
subsection B there shall be one of the fol-

lowing: 
1.  Between the swimming pool or other 

contained body of water and the residence 
or living area, a minimum four foot wall, 
fence or barrier to the pool area which 

meets all the requirements of subsection B, 
paragraphs 2 through 5. 

2.  The pool shall be protected by a motor-
ized safety pool cover which requires the 
operation of a key switch which meets the 

American Society of Testing and Materials 
Emergency Standards 13-89 and which 
does not require manual operation other 

than the use of the key switch. 

 

 

Swimming pools shall be permitted in all zon-

ing districts; however, no swimming pool shall 
be located closer than five feet (5’) from any 

lot line.  Every swimming pool shall be enclosed 
by a fence or wall not less than five feet (5’) in 

height which is constructed, gated and latched 
in accordance with Section 36-1681 of the Ari-
zona Revised Statutes.  A site plan shall be 

required prior to issuing a building permit.  
When  swimming pools are to be located on 
lots using septic tanks, the site plan shall show 

the location of the septic tank and required 
leach fields.  Swimming pool pumps, filtration 

equipment and apparatus are exempt from the 
enclosure requirements and shall meet the re-
quirements of section 1102.02H. 

Swimming pool operations and maintenance 

equipment shall be installed per manufacturer’s 
specifications; however, if these devices are 

installed within the side yard setback, a mini-
mum clearance of three feet (3’) shall be main-

tained from either the dwelling unit or the 
property line for fire access. 

 

Note:  Any questions concerning the above 
information can be brought to the atten-
tion of a Customer Service Representative 

or a Plans Examiner by calling (928) 817-
5000.  
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