
 

 

 

 

Maximum Height Allowance 

Home Occupations               

Section 303.00  

NOTE:  This brochure was prepared to assist 
property owners in understanding the details of a 
Recreation Vehicle Subdivision District. The 
language used in this pamphlet is not the official 
terminology of Yuma County Ordinances. For more 
specific information on the subjects covered in this 
publication please call the number above and ask 
to speak with a Planner or Deputy Zoning 
Inspector. 

Guide to the Recreational Vehicle 

Subdivision (RVS) District Zoning 

                    
 

In an RVS district, structures cannot exceed 
20 feet in height although there are some 
exceptions.  

The rule is there must be an additional foot of 
setback for each extra foot of structural height 
above 20 feet.  For example, if a house has a 
25 foot chimney on the side of the house, 
then the side yard setback must be a mini-
mum of 12 feet (the standard 7 feet allowed 
in an RVS district, plus the 5 feet above the 
20 foot minimum to allow for the added 
height). This hold true for all lot lines. 

This height allowance includes chimneys, 
church steeples, refrigeration coolers or venti-
lating fans, and towers and spires among 
many others. These items may not exceed a 
height of 100 feet. 

Home occupations:  Any occupation conduct-
ed within a home for gain or support conduct-
ed entirely and only by residents within the 
dwelling. 

Home Occupations permitted herein shall 
comply with all of the following: 

 No display of products shall be visible from 
the street. 

 A home occupation shall be clearly inci-
dental and subordinate to the use of the 
dwelling unit for residential purposes. 

 No mechanical equipment is allowed except 
that which is customarily used for domestic, 
hobby or household purposes. 

 One sign permitted in accordance with the 
requirements of Article VIII—Signs. 

 A home occupation shall not cause any sus-
tained/unpleasant noises, vibrations, nox-
ious fumes or odors, nor cause any parking 
problems in the immediate neighborhood. 

Planning and Zoning Division 

Yuma County Department 

Of Development Services 

2351 West 26th Street 

Yuma, Arizona 85364 

(928) 817-5000—Office 

(928) 817-5020—Fax 

 

Exempt Building Permit 

 Information 

The Recreational Vehicle Subdivision District 
is designed to provide orderly development 
of subdivisions accommodating recreational 
vehicles as well ass manufactured homes. 
 
This brochure presents RVS zoning 
information for permitted uses, special uses, 
minimum lot width, principal building 
setbacks, minimum parcel size, maximum 
lot coverage, accessory buildings, RV 
storage, maximum height allowance, home 
occupation and exempt permit information. 

This permit is for one single-story detached 
accessory building associated with one and 
two family dwellings used as a tool shed, 
storage shed, or playhouse. 

1. No Permit is required if the structure  
meets all of the following: 

 Valuation of less than $ 1,000.00  

 Vinyl construction of 80 sq. feet or 
less 

 Wood construction of 56 sq. feet or 
less 

 Aluminum construction of 159 sq. feet 
or less 

 No plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
features 

 Limited to one (1) “no permit re-
quired” shed per dwelling 

 Will be inspected for setback require-
ments 

2. Exempt Permit is required if the structure 
meets the following: 

 Exceeds valuation requirements of 
the “no permit required” standards 
listed above and area of 200 sq. feet 
or less 

 No plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
features 

 Exempt from building permit codes  

 Must meet setback requirements 

 Inspection for verification of setbacks 

 The permit will cost of $15.00. 
3. Exempt Permit With Electricity is re-

quired for any structure meeting the fol-
lowing: 

 200 square feet or less 

 Limited to one (1) outlet, switch and 
light each on both inside and outside 

 No plumbing or mechanical features  

 Exempt from building codes 

 Must meet electrical codes and set-
back requirements 

 Inspected for electrical and setbacks 

 The permit will cost $ 24.50.  
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The process for a Special Use Permit typi-

cally begins with an application and fee be-

ing turned into the County Planning and 

Zoning Division.  It then receives a hearing 

before the Planning and Zoning Commission 

and is given a final decision by the County 

Board of Supervisors. 
 

 Special uses include public schools, hos-

pitals, convalescent homes, nursing 

homes, churches and institutions of an 

educational, charitable or philanthropic 

nature. 

 Golf courses, utility installations, com-

munity swimming pools and other recre-

ational and community facilities. 

 Wireless Communication Facilities (See 

Section 1115.00) 

 

 

The following allowed uses on properties in 
an RVS district are subject to compliance 
with development standards listed below: 
 

 One single-family residence per parcel 
limited to either an RV, manufactured 
home, or site-built home. However, if a 
parcel has an area of at least 6,000 
square feet, one additional RV may occu-
py the parcel. If there is an RV added to 
a parcel as a second dwelling then there 
must be a 14 foot setback between it 
and the principal residence. 

 Home occupations (see Home Occupa-
tions section of this brochure). 

 Uses customarily accessory to the above 
uses such as garages and carports, stor-
age sheds, private swimming pools, walls 
and fences and parking subject to the 
provisions found in the Yuma County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

 

 

Special Uses 

Permitted Uses Accessory Buildings Minimum Lot Width 

Principal Building Setbacks  

RV Storage 

If the primary residence on a property is oc-

cupied an RV may be stored on the same lot.  

The unit cannot be occupied overnight; how-

ever, it may be connected to electricity for 

battery recharging purposes.   

An RV must be stored outside of the front 

yard setback and can occupy no more than 

30% of the rear yard.*  Additionally, the unit 

has to observe a three foot minimum clear-

ance from any side or rear lot line or other 

setback line. 

*The combined coverage area of an accessory 

building and stored RV must be 30 percent or less 

of the rear yard. 

The minimum lot width for an RVS district is 
40 feet. This measurement is the horizontal 
distance between side lot lines measured at 
the front yard setback on a line parallel to 
the street. 
 
Principal building setbacks are the distances 
from a property line or structure within 
which development is restricted or prohibit-
ed. They are necessary to help provide fire 
breaks from one property to another and to 
have space for emergency crews to access 
the property.  
 
Minimum front yard setback:     10 feet 
Minimum side yard setback:       7 feet 
Minimum rear yard setback:     10 feet 
Minimum side street setback:     10 feet 
Minimum setback between  
   Dwellings (on a 6,000 or  
   more square foot lot is):               14 feet 
 

 
 

Minimum Parcel Size  

Maximum Lot Coverage 

The lot coverage is the percentage of the 
area of a parcel which is occupied by all 
buildings or other covered structures.  The 
maximum lot coverage in an RVS district is 
50%. When lot coverage exceeds 30% a 
central sewage system is required. 

The minimum parcel size for placement of 
an RV or manufactured home within an RVS 
district is 2,400 square feet. 
 

The minimum parcel size for a site-built 
residence within an RVS district is 
4,500 square feet. 

This category is for buildings which are placed 

on a lot after a proper principal dwelling (i.e., 

recreational vehicle, manufactured home or 

site-built home) has been established. 

Accessory buildings must meet the same 

minimum front yard setback requirement as 

the principal building.  They may be built in 

the rear or side yard of the property but they 

can occupy no more than 30% of the rear 

yard* and they must be three feet or more 

from any side or rear lot line or other setback 

line.  However, when a garage is entered 

from an alley, it should be located a minimum 

of ten feet from the alley line. 

Additionally, an accessory building must be 

set back at least three feet from the primary 

residence to be considered detached.  An 

accessory building that is less than three feet 

from the principal building is considered to a 

part of that structure. 


