
 

 

 

2. In any district any vehicle being repaired 
or restored for longer than a 30 day 
period shall be stored safely within a 
lawful building or structure, or behind a 
lawful screening fence in such a manner 
as not to be visible from beyond the lot 
boundaries. 

3. Weeds and other plant growth which 
constitute a hazard to other property or 
persons shall not be allowed to 
proliferate in any district. 

4.  

 

Maximum height 

Note: This brochure was prepared to assist 
property owners in understanding the 
details of the Residential Commercial 
District Zoning.  The language used in this 
pamphlet is not the official terminology of 
Yuma County Ordinances.  For more 
specific information on the subjects 
covered in this publication please call the 
number above and ask to speak with a 
Planner or Deputy Zoning Inspector. 

Guide To The Residential 
Commercial District Zoning 

(RC) Section 622.00 

The Residential Commercial (RC) District 
Zoning is to allow various retail businesses, 
services and professional activities in neigh-
borhoods and urban/suburban service areas.  
Typically, parcels may contain permanent 
residential units adjacent to commercial ac-
tivity. 

This brochure presents Residential Commer-
cial District Zoning information for: permitted 
uses, special uses, permitted uses hours of 
operation, minimum parcel size and lot width 
requirements, minimum required yards, 
building height, maximum lot coverage, 
maintenance of yards and open spaces and 
accessory buildings. 

 

In the Residential Commercial (RC) District, 
structures cannot exceed 35 feet in height, 
although there are some exceptions. 

The rule is, there must be an additional foot of 
setback for each extra foot of structural height 
above 35 feet.  For example, if a building has 
a refrigeration cooler that extends the height 
of the building to 40 feet, then the side yard 
setback must be a minimum of 10 feet (the 
standard 5 feet allowed in the RC district, plus 
the 5 feet above the 35 foot maximum, to 
allow for the added height).  This standard 
holds true for all lot lines. 

This height allowance includes chimneys, 
church steeples, refrigeration coolers or venti-
lating fans, elevator bulkheads, fire towers, 
ornamental towers or spires.  These items 
may not exceed a height of 100 feet. 

Planning and Zoning 
Division 

Yuma County Department 
Of Development Services 
2351 West 26th Street 
Yuma, Arizona 85364 

(928) 817-5000—Office 
(928) 817-5020—Fax 

Maintenance of yards and 
open spaces (Continued) 

1. No yard or open space shall be used for 
the storage of junk in any district, except 
in the Heavy Industrial or Intensive In-
dustrial District. 

Junk…  An unorganized collection of de-
bris, trash or clutter, which degrades the 
peace, comfort, safety and well-being of a 
property or area within the County.  Not 
limited to scrapped or discarded furniture, 
glass, metal, trash, litter, debris, garbage, 
wood, rubber and plastic items, empty 
containers, machinery parts, auto parts, 
all types of appliances, building material, 
all types of solid waste and abandoned or 
junk vehicles. 

Accessory buildings 
Section 1106.00 

Maintenance of yards and 
open spaces 

Accessory buildings, accessory uses or stor-
age of recreational vehicles are allowed up-
on a lot when the principal residential build-
ing “has been established”. 

 A stored manufactured home is not al-
lowed in any of the following residential 
districts: 

Rural Area, Suburban Ranch, Suburban 
Site-Built, Low Density Residential, Me-
dium Density Residential, High Density 
Residential, Manufactured Home Subdi-
vision, Recreational Vehicle Subdivision, 
Manufactured Home Park, Recreational 
Vehicle Park and Residential Commer-
cial. 

 The storage of recreational vehicles is 
not allowed unless the principal residen-
tial building is occupied.  Stored recrea-
tional vehicles shall not be occupied 
overnight.  A connection for battery 
recharging purposes shall be allowed. 
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Structures in a Residential Commercial (RC) 
District shall not exceed 35 feet in height ex-
cept as provided in Section 1103.00 of the 
Yuma County Zoning Ordinance. 

Hours of operation shall be from 7 A.M. to 10 
P.M.  Extended hours of operation shall re-
quire a Special Use permit. 

 

The following are allowed uses on proper-
ties in a Residential Commercial (RC) Zon-
ing District that are subject to compliance 
with the design standards listed below. 

A. Single family dwellings, multi-family 
dwellings, condominiums and town-
houses. 

B. Art, craft, music and dancing schools. 

C. Art galleries, picture framing business-
es and photography studios. 

D. Antique and coin shops. 

E. Barbershops, beauty and nail salons. 

F. Book stores and news stands. 

G. Bicycle shops. 

H. Candy, ice cream and snacks. 

I. Coffee and tea retail stores. 

J. Computer internet rental services. 

K. Clothing and apparel sales. 

L. Craft shops for the manufacture of art, 
jewelry, silverware, ceramics, sewing 
and quilting, leather goods, toys, book-
binding, editorial and designing, print-
ing and lithography. 

M. Executive, professional and general 
business offices. 

N. Fabric and notions sales. 

O. Financial Institutions such as banks, 
credit unions and saving and loan offic-
es, provided the facility is limited to 
5,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

P. Florists shops. 

Q. Gifts, jewelry and card stores. 

R. Health and personal care stores. 

 

 

 

 

 

Permitted Uses Permitted Uses 

Parcel Size Requirement: 

All parcels in the RC District shall be at least 
8,000 square feet where both public water 
and sewer service are provided. 

Parcel Width Requirement: 

Minimum parcel width is 60 feet. 

S. Grocery stores, specialty food stores, 
fruit and vegetable stores and beverage 
stores. 

T. Pet grooming. 

U. Pharmacies sales. 

V. Shoe shops. 

W. Tailor shops. 

Special Uses 

Permitted Use Hours of 
Operation 

The following are allowed as Special Uses on 
properties in the Residential Commercial 
(RC) Zoning District. 

A. Automobile supply store. 

B. Bars and pubs. 

C. Beer, wine and liquor stores. 

D. Bed and breakfasts. 

E. Cigar, cigarette  and tobacco retail sales. 

F. Restaurants and serving take out foods. 

G. Variety stores. 

H. Video rental and sales stores. 

I. Wireless Communication Facilities. 

Building Height 

Minimum Parcel Size and 
Width Requirements 

Maximum Lot Coverage 

The maximum lot coverage is 50% of the lot 
area.  When lot coverage exceeds 30%, a 
central sewage system is required. 

Minimum Required Yards 

The required yards are as follows: 

Minimum Parcel Setbacks: 

Front yard:  10 feet 

Side yard/Rear yard:  None, except 
where the side/rear yards of the lot abut a 
residential lot, in which case the side/rear 
yards shall not be less than 20 feet. 


