Recreational Vehicles

Recreational Vehicles are vehicular
type units mounted on wheels with no more
than four hundred square feet of livable
floor area on a frame not greater than
twelve feet in width primarily designed for
temporary living quarters and/or recrea-
tional use.

Park Models are classified as Recrea-
tional Vehicles because they have less than
400 square feet of living space. In practice,
however, they are a combination of both a
manufactured home and recreational vehi-
cle and have the appearance of a miniature
manufactured home.

Park Models require placement permits. As
well, if the unit is altered (for example: if
Arizona rooms, awnings, carports, room
additions, and/or storage sheds are added)
the owner must apply for a building permit.

Where Can I Put My Home?

The Yuma County Zoning Ordinance pro-
vides for specific types of housing in sepa-
rate districts so as to provide for orderly
development and to allow neighborhoods to
have compatible characteristics. Following
is a list of the types of housing examined in
this brochure and the residential zoning
districts in which they can be placed.

Mobile Homes— Mobile Homes are units
constructed prior to June 15, 1976 and are
not allowed to be placed in Yuma County.
In their original condition these units are
limited to their existing locations.

Manufactured Homes—Can be placed in:
Rural Area (RA); Suburban Ranch (SR);
Manufactured Home Subdivision (MHS);
Manufactured Home Park (MHP); and Rec-
reational Vehicle Subdivision (RVS) dis-
tricts. As a caretaker’s residence: Recrea-
tion Vehicle Park (RVP) district.

Modular Housing—Can be placed in: Rural
Area (RA), Suburban Ranch (SR), Suburban
Site Built (SSB), Low Density Residential (R
-1), Medium Density Residential (R-2),
High Density Residential (R-3), Manufac-
tured Home Subdivision (MHS) and Recrea-
tional Vehicle Subdivision (RVS) districts.
As a caretaker's residence: manufactured
Home Park (MHP) and Recreational Vehicle
Park (RVP) districts.

Recreational Vehicles and Park Mod-
els—Can be placed in: Manufactured Home
Park (MHP), Recreational Vehicle Subdivi-
sion (RVS) and Recreational Vehicle Park
(RVP) districts.
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My Home Is A What?

There is some confusion within the
general public as to the distinction be-
tween mobile homes, manufactured
homes, modular housing, recreational
vehicles and park models.

The National manufactured Home Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of
1974 and Title VI of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974
provide the basis for the vocabulary
used to determine one type of dwelling
from another. Within the development
community both of these congressional
actions are referred to as The Act.

NOTE: This brochure was prepared to assist
property owners in understanding the various
zoning districts and related requirements of each.
The language used in this pamphlet is not the
official terminology of Yuma County Ordinances.
For more specific information on the subjects
covered in this publication please call the number
above and ask to speak with a Planner or Deputy
Zoning Inspector.



Mobile Homes

Mobile homes are structures which were
built on, or prior to, June 15, 1976, which
is the official date of action established by
The Act. By using the date as a distin-
guishing characteristic people are able to
determine what construction standards
were used when the dwelling was manu-
factured. Mobile homes were not con-
structed to a specific building code but ra-
ther to the individual manufacturer's crite-
ria.

Mobile Homes were constructed on a per-
manent chassis which made them capable
of being transported in one or more sec-
tions. They were designed to be used as a
dwelling, with or without a permanent
foundation, when connected to on-site util-
ities.

The designation of Mobile Home does not
include Recreational Vehicles, Manufac-
tured Homes, and Modular Housing
(factory-built) buildings.

Manufactured Homes

Manufactured Homes are dwelling units that
have been built after June 15, 1976. They
are constructed to the requirements of the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD).

Manufactured Homes must have a minimum
floor area greater than four hundred square
feet or be built on a frame greater than
twelve feet in width and be used exclusively
for residential occupancy.

They are fabricated either in whole or in
large sections at a factory and are designed
and constructed on a chassis for transporta-
tion to the site. They do not require sub-
stantial assembly on site other than con-
nection to utilities and they are installed
with or without a permanent foundation.

With regard to the Yuma County Zoning
Ordinance, there is a Manufactured Home

Subdivision (MHS) district that allows this
specific type of building. Additionally, Man-
ufactured Homes are also permitted in Ru-
ral Area and Suburban Ranch districts.

Modular Housing

Modular housing, sometimes referred to as
factory-built buildings, is constructed to the
minimum standards of the Uniform Building
Codes (UBC). This type of structure is con-
sidered equivalent to any dwelling or dwell-
ings which required substantial assembly on
site (i.e., a site-built home).

The term Modular Housing refers to any
dwelling unit which is fabricated either in
whole or in sections at a factory wherein
such parts, or modules, are not constructed
on a chassis.

For the purposes of the Yuma County Zoning
Ordinance, the modular housing category
does not include manufactured housing as
defined in the ordinance.
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