
 

 

 

This permit is for one single-story detached 
accessory building associated with one and two 
family dwellings and used as a tool shed, 
storage shed, playhouse, or similar use. 
 

1. No Permit is required if the structure  
meets all of the following: 

 Valuation of $ 1,000.00 or less 

 Vinyl construction of 80 sq. feet or less 

 Wood construction of 56 sq. feet or less 

 Aluminum construction of 159 sq. feet 
or less 

 No plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
features 

 Limited to one (1) “no permit required” 
shed per dwelling 

 Will be inspected for setback 
requirements 

 
2. Exempt Permit is required if the structure 

meets the following: 

 Exceeds “no permit required” standards 
listed above 

 200 sq. feet or less 

 No plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
features 

 This permit is exempt from building 
codes but must meet all setback 
requirements and will be inspected and 
cost $15.00. 

 
3. Exempt Permit With Electricity is required for 

any structure meeting the following: 

 200 square feet or less 

 Limited to one (1) outlet, one (1) 
switch and one  (1) light 

 No plumbing or mechanical features  

 This permit is exempt from building 
codes but must meet electrical codes 
and all setback requirements 

 This permit requires an electrical 
inspection for electrical clearance and 
costs $ 24. 50.  

 

Maximum Height 

NOTE: This brochure was prepared to assist 
property owners in understanding the details of  
Low Density Residential Districts.  The  language 
used in this pamphlet is not the official terminology 
of Yuma County Ordinances.  For more specific 
information on the subjects covered in this 
publication please call the number above and ask to 
speak with a Planner or Deputy Zoning Inspector. 

Guide To The Low Density 
Residential Zoning Districts 

R-1 Section 604.00 

 

In the R-1 districts, structures cannot exceed 35 
feet in height although there are some excep-
tions. 

The rule is there must be an additional foot of 
setback for each extra foot of structural height 
above 35 feet.  For example:  If a house has a 
40 foot chimney then the side yard setback 
must be a minimum of 12 feet (the standard 7 
feet in the R-1 districts, plus the 5 feet above 
the 35 foot minimum to allow for the added 
height).  This standard holds true for all lot lines. 

This height allowance includes chimneys, church 
steeples, refrigeration coolers or ventilating fans 
and towers and spires among many others.  
These items may not exceed a height of one 
hundred feet. 

Planning and Zoning Division 
Yuma County Department 
Of Development Services 
2351 West 26th Street 
Yuma, Arizona 85364 

(928) 817-5000—Office 
(928) 817-5020—Fax 

Exempt Building Permit  
Information 

The Low Density Residential Zoning districts 
(R-1) are areas for low density single family 
residential.  These regulations apply to all six 
of the Low Density Residential districts.  
 
This brochure presents Low Density 
Residential zoning information for permitted 
uses, special uses, parcel size 
requirements, minimum lot width, principal 
building setback requirements, junk 
storage, building height allowance, 
maximum lot coverage, accessory 
buildings, home occupation and exempt 
building  permit  information. 

Home Occupation 

Home occupations:  Any occupation conducted 
within a home for gain or support conducted 
entirely and only by residents within the dwell-
ing. 
 
Home Occupations permitted herein shall com-
ply with all of the following: 

 No display of products shall be visible from the 
street. 

 A home occupation shall be clearly incidental 
and subordinate to the use of the dwelling unit 
for residential purposes. 

 No mechanical equipment is allowed except 
that which is customarily used for domestic, 
hobby or household purposes. 

 One sign is permitted in accordance with the 
requirements of Article VIII-Signs. 

 A home occupation shall not cause any sus-
tained / unpleasant noises, vibrations, noxious 
fumes or odors, nor cause any parking prob-
lems in the immediate neighborhood. 
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This category is for buildings which are placed 
on a lot after the principal dwelling has been 
established.   

Accessory buildings must meet the same mini-
mum front yard setback requirement as the 
principal building.  They may be built in the 
rear or side yard of the property but they can 
occupy no more than 30% of the rear yard and 
they must be three feet or more from any side 
or rear lot line or other setback line.  However, 
when a garage is entered from an alley, it 
should be located a minimum of ten feet from 
the alley line.  Additionally, an accessory build-
ing must be set back at least three feet from 
the primary residence to be considered de-
tached.  An accessory building that is less than 
three feet from the principle building is consid-
ered to be a part of that structure. 

M. Utility Installations 
N. Wireless Communication Facilities 

The following are allowed uses on properties 
in a Low Density Residential District (R-1) 
subject to compliance with current develop-
ment standards and regulations. 
 
A. Single-family site-built dwellings. 
B. Home occupations.  
C. Accessory buildings or uses such as gar-

ages, carports, storage sheds, walls and 
fences and private swimming pools. 

D. Only in the R-1-40 zoning district, the 
raising of poultry, rabbits and other small 
farm animals for domestic use, as well as 
4H and FFA are permitted.  The keeping 
of horses and other large farm animals 
shall be limited to one animal per ten 
thousand square feet of side and rear 
yard area.  Any building or shade for the 
animals shall be at least one hundred 
(100) feet from any other residence. 

Special Uses (Continued) 
Permitted Uses 

Miniumum Lot Width & 
Principal building 

Building Height 

Special Uses 

Special uses allowed in any of the six Low 
Density Residential Zoning Districts (R-1): 
A. Adult day care centers 
B. Assisted living facilities, convalescent 

homes and nursing homes 
C. Child day care centers 
D. Clubs, lodges, sorority/fraternal halls, 

senior centers and community centers 
E. All schools, pre-schools through college 
F. Hospitals, clinics and 24-hour urgent care 
G. Churches, meeting rooms, convents, 

monasteries and other related facilities 
H. Institutions of educational, charitable na-

ture, libraries and museums 
I. Privately or publicly owned golf courses 
J. Temporary real estate offices 
K. Public and private parks, playgrounds, 

community parks and other community 
facilities 

L. Accessory Dwelling Units 
 

Parcel Size Requirements 

R-1-40  40,000 square feet minimum 

R-1-20 20,000 square feet minimum 

R-1-15 15,000 square feet minimum 

R-1-12 12,000 square feet minimum 

R-1-8 8,000 square feet minimum 

R-1-6 6,000 square feet minimum 

Junk Storage 

Note:  No yard or open space shall be used 
for the storage of junk in any district, except 
in the Heavy Industrial or Intensive Industrial 
Districts. 

Junk…  An unorganized collection of debris, 
trash or clutter which degrades the peace, 
comfort, safety and well-being of a property 
or area within the County.  Not limited to 
scrapped or discarded furniture, glass, metal, 
trash, litter, debris, garbage, wood, rubber 
and plastic items, empty containers, machin-
ery parts, auto parts, all types of appliances, 
building materials, all type of solid waste and 
abandoned or junk vehicles. 

District Width Front Side Rear Street 

R-1-40 100 ft 20 ft 7 ft 20 ft 10 ft 

R-1-20 100 ft 20 ft 7 ft 20 ft 10 ft 

R-1-15 80 ft 20 ft 7 ft 20 ft 10 ft 

R-1-12 80 ft 20 ft 7 ft 20 ft 10 ft 

R-1-8 70 ft 20 ft 7 ft 10 ft 10 ft 

R-1-6 60 ft 20 ft 7 ft 10 ft 10 ft 

Structures in any of the R-1 Low Density Resi-
dential districts shall not exceed thirty-five 
(35) feet. 

Maximum Lot Coverage 

The principal building and accessory buildings 
shall cover not more than 50% of the area. 

Accessory Buildings 


