
 

 

Planning and Zoning Division 
Yuma  County Department     
of Development Services 
2351 West 26th Street 
Yuma, Arizona 85364 
(928) 817-5000—Office 
(928) 817-5020– Fax 

 

NOTE:  This brochure was prepared to assist 
property owners in understanding the vari-
ous zoning districts and related require-
ments of each.  The language used in this 
pamphlet is not the official terminology of 
Yuma County Ordinances.  For more specific 
information on the subjects covered in this 
publication please call the number above 
and ask to speak with a Planner or Deputy 
Zoning Inspector. 

Foothills Potpourri 

(A Medley of Zoning Subjects 

For Homeowners) 

This brochure outlines the uses that are 
allowed in the Recreational Vehicle Sub-

division (RVS) Districts and any of the 
Manufactured Home Subdivision (MHS) 

Districts. 
 
Additionally, the subjects of Accessory 

Buildings; RV Storage; Exempt Building 
Permit Information; Covenants, Condi-
tions, and Restrictions (CC&R’s); Home 

Occupations; Outdoor Lighting (Mercury 
Vapor Lights) are covered. 

 

 

A. All exterior illuminating devices, unless 
otherwise stated in this Ordinance, shall 

be fully or partially shielded. 

 This is the preferred light source to mini-

mize undesirable light emissions into the 
night sky affecting astronomical observa-

tions. 

 Metal halide lighting, used primarily for 

display purposes, shall not be used for 
security lighting after 11:00 p.m.  Metal 
halide lamps shall be installed only in en-

closed luminaries.  These lamp fixtures 
shall be “filtered” by a glass, acrylic or 

translucent enclosure of the light source 
(Quartz glass does not meet this require-
ment). 

 Mercury Vapor Lamp(s):  Mercury vapor 

lamps and fixtures are prohibited for use 
as outdoor lighting. 

B. Signs 

 Flagpoles:  Bottom-mounted, fully shield-

ed lights shall be used and be connected 

to a timer which extinguishes all but the 
minimal light source necessary to illumi-

nate the flag between sunset and sunrise. 

 Lighting, Bottom-mounted:  Outdoor ad-

vertising sign lighting by an type of bot-
tom-mounted outdoor lighting system or 
fixture, installed at or on the lower portion 

of any outdoor advertising sign or fixture.  
Said lighting fixture shall be prohibited 

unless said lighting fixture(s)  is (are) 
shielded to confine the light to the sign 
face. 

 Lighting, Top-mounted: Outdoor advertis-

ing sign lighting fixtures used to illuminate 

outdoor advertising signs with light fix-
tures mounted on the top of the sign 

structure. 

CC&Rs, also known as deed restrictions, 
are rules placed on a subdivision lot by the 

developer at the time a subdivision is created.  
Property owners should receive a copy of the 

subdivision’s CC&Rs when they purchase their 
lot. 
 

CC&Rs may be more restrictive than zoning 
regulations but cannot be less restrictive. 
 

Yuma County does not have the authority to 
enforce CC&Rs, they must be handled through 

civil processes. 
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Outdoor Lighting 

Section: 1109.03 
Covenants, Conditions and 

Restrictions (CC&Rs) 

Home Occupations 

Section: 303.00 

Home occupations:  Any occupation conduct-

ed with a home for gain or support conducted 

entirely and only by residents within the dwell-

ing. 

Home Occupations permitted herein shall com-

ply with all of the following: 

 No display of products shall be visible from 
the street. 

 A home occupation shall be clearly inci-
dental and subordinate to the use of the 
dwelling unit for residential purposes. 

 No mechanical equipment is allowed except 
that which is customarily used for domestic, 
hobby or household purposes. 

 One sign is permitted in accordance with 
the requirements of Article VIII—Signs. 

 A home occupation shall not cause any sus-
tained/unpleasant noises, vibrations, nox-
ious fumes or odors, nor cause any parking 
problems in the immediate neighborhood.  



  

Recreational Vehicle Subdivision zoning allows 

for one single-family residence per parcel.  

However, if there is an RV (as a second dwell-

ing unit) added to a parcel containing a mini-

mum of 6,000 square feet or by a special use 

permit, then there must be a 14 foot setback 

between it and the principle residence. 

 

Permitted Uses: 

A. One single-family residence per parcel 

limited to either an RV, manufactured 

home or site-built home.  However, if a 

parcel has an area of at least 6000 square 

feet one additional RV may occupy the 

parcel. 

B. Home occupations (see Home Occupation 

section of this brochure). 

C. Uses customarily accessory to the above 

uses such as garages, carports, storage 

sheds, private swimming pools, walls and 

fences and parking subject to the provi-

sions found in the Yuma County Zoning 

Ordinance. 

Manufactured Home Subdivision Districts accom-

modate manufactured or site-built homes. 

 

Permitted Uses: 

A. One single-family residence per parcel 

either site-built or manufactured home. 

B. Home occupations (see Home Occupation 

section of this brochure). 

C. Customary accessory uses as described 

above. 

This category is for buildings which are placed 

on a lot after a proper principal dwelling (i.e., 

recreational vehicle, manufactured home, or 

site-built home) has been established. 

Accessory buildings must meet the same mini-

mum front yard setback requirement as the 

principal building.  They may be built in the 

rear or side yard of the property but they can 

occupy nor more than 30% of the rear yard* 

and they must be three feet or more from any 

side or rear lot line or other setback line.  

However, when a garage is entered from an 

alley, it should be located a minimum of ten 

feet from the alley line. 

Additionally, an accessory building must be 

set back at least three feet from the primary 

residence to be considered detached.  An ac-

cessory building that is less than three feet 

from the principal building is considered to be 

a part of that structure.   

 

If the primary resident on a property is occu-

pied, an RV  may be stored on the same lot.  

The unit cannot be occupied overnight, how-

ever, it may be connected to electricity for 

battery recharging purposes.  An RV must be 

stored outside of the front yard setback and 

can occupy no more than 30% of the rear 

yard*.  Additionally, the unit has to observe a 

three foot minimum clearance from any side 

or rear lot line or other setback line. 

* The combined coverage area of an accessory 
building and a stored RV must be 30 percent or 
less of the rear yard. 

This permit is for one single-story detached 
accessory building associated with one and two 
family dwellings and used as a tool shed, stor-
age shed, playhouse or similar use. 
 
1. No Permit is required if the structure meets 

all of the following: 

 Valuation of $1,000.00 or less 

 Vinyl construction of 80 sq. feet or less 

 Wood construction of 56 sq. feet or less 

 Aluminum construction of 159 sq. feet or 
less 

 No plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
features 

 Limited to one (1) “no permit required” 
shed per dwelling 

 Will be inspected for setback require-
ments 

2. Exempt Permit is required if the structure 
meets the following: 

 Exceeds “no permit required” standards 
listed above 

 200 sq. feet or less 

 No plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
features 

 This permit is exempt from building 
codes but must meet all setback require-
ments, it will be inspected and cost 
$15.00. 

3. Exempt Permit With Electricity is required 
for any structure meeting the following: 

 200 sq. feet or less 

 Limited to one (1) outlet, one (1) switch 
and one (1) light 

 No plumbing or mechanical features 

 This structure is exempt from building 

codes but must meet electrical codes and 

all setback requirements 

 This permit requires an inspection for 

electrical clearance and costs $24.50. 
 

Recreational Vehicle 

Subdivision (RVS) District 
Exempt Building Permit 

Information 

Accessory Buildings 

Manufactured Home 

Subdivision (MHS) District 

RV Storage 


