
 

 

 

Cargo Containers 

2.  In any district, any vehicle being 
repaired or restored for longer than a 30 
day period shall be stored safely within a 
lawful building or structure or behind a 
lawful screening fence in such a manner 
as not to be visible from beyond the lot 
boundaries. 

3.  Weeds and other plant growth which 
constitute a hazard to other property or 
persons shall not be allowed to 
proliferate in any district. 

 

Maximum Height 

Maintenance of Yards and Open 
Spaces 

Note:  This brochure was prepared to assist 
property owners in understanding the details 
of the Local Commercial C-1 District.  The 
language used in this pamphlet is not the 
official terminology of Yuma County 
Ordinances.  For more specific information on 
the subjects covered in this publication please 
call the number above and ask to speak with 
a Planner or Deputy Zoning Inspector. 

Guide To The Local 
Commercial District C-1 

The Local Commercial District (C-1) is in-
tended to promote and preserve conven-
ient shopping areas, which contain retail 
and service establishments to meet the 
daily needs of the neighborhood. 

This brochure presents Local Commercial 
C-1 District zoning information for: permit-
ted uses, special uses, maximum and mini-
mum parcel size requirements, minimum 
lot width and principal building setback 
requirements, building height allowance, 
maximum lot coverage, accessory build-
ings and uses, Maintenance of Yards and 
Open Spaces and Cargo Containers. 

 

) 

Cargo containers are permitted in a 
Local Commercial C-1 district subject to 
the following conditions: 

 They must meet all setback 
requirements. 

 They may not occupy any required 
off-street parking spaces. 

 Outdoor cargo containers may not 
be stacked, except in Industrial 
Districts. 

 Not allowed for human occupancy. 
 
NOTE:  Refer to Section 1106.01 “Cargo 
Containers” of the Yuma County Zoning 
Ordinance for more information. 

   
  

In the Local Commercial C-1 district struc-
tures cannot exceed 35 feet in height alt-
hough there are some exceptions. 

The rule is there must be an additional foot of 
setback for each extra foot of structural height 
above 35 feet.  For example, if a building has 
a refrigeration cooler that extends the height 
of the building to 40 feet, then the side yard 
setback must be a minimum of 10 feet (the 
standard 5 feet allowed in the C-1 district plus 
the 5 feet above the 35 foot maximum to al-
low for the added height).  This standard 
holds true for all lot lines. 

This height allowance includes chimneys, 
church steeples, refrigeration coolers or venti-
lating fans, elevator bulkheads, fire towers, 
ornamental towers or spires, antennas, wire-
less and transmitter towers.  These items may 
not exceed a height of 100 feet. 

1. No yard or open space shall be used for the 
storage of junk in any district, except in the 
Heavy Industrial or Intensive Industrial Dis-
trict. 

Junk… An unorganized collection of debris, 
trash or clutter which degrades the peace, 
comfort, safety and well-being of a property 
or area within the County.  Examples are: 
items which in their present state are of little 
or no economical value such as scrapped or 
discarded furniture, glass, metal, trash, litter, 
debris, garbage, wood, rubber and plastic 
items, empty containers, machinery parts, all 
types of appliances, building material waste 
and abandoned or junk vehicles. 

 

Planning and Zoning Division 
Yuma County Department 
Of Development Services 

2351 West 26th Street 
Yuma, Arizona 85364 

(928) 817-5000—Office 
(928) 817-5020—Fax 

Accessory Buildings 

See section 1106.00 of the Yuma County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

Maintenance of Yards and Open 
Spaces Continued 
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Parcel Size Requirement: 

All parcels in the C-1 District shall be at least 
8,000 square feet where both public water 
and sewer services are provided. 

Minimum Lot Width and Building Setbacks: 

Width Front Side Rear Street 

60 ft. 20 ft. 5 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft. 

 

The maximum lot coverage for all principal 
and accessory buildings in the C-1 District is 
fifty percent (50%). 

R. Pharmacy, optical, chiropractic and po-
diatry services. 

S. Plumbing and electrical supply shop. 
T. Private and charter schools, public ele-

mentary, middle and high schools. 
U. Publicly or privately owned or operated 

fire stations, sheriff stations and post 
offices. 

V. Restaurants serving alcohol, take out 
food, bars and cocktail lounges. 

W. Social Clubs, lodges, fraternities or non-
profit organizations. 

X. Utility substations including public and 
private utility installations for gas, wa-
ter, wastewater, electric, communica-
tion generating or transmission facili-
ties. 

Y. Veterinary services and animal board-
ing. 

Z. Video rental stores. 
AA. Water sales and dispensing. 
BB. Accessory uses customarily incidental to 

the above uses. 
CC. Wireless Communication Facilities. 

In this district, no single establishment may 
exceed 6,000 square feet of gross floor ar-
ea, or have a drive-through facility without 
first obtaining a “Special Use Permit”.  Also, 
no outdoor activity or storage for the per-
mitted uses are allowed without obtaining a 
“Special Use Permit” that allows outside ac-
tivity and/or storage. 

The following are allowed uses on properties 
in a Local Commercial District C-1 and are 
subject to compliance with the development 
standards listed in this section: 

A. Amusement Enterprises. 
B. Art, craft, music and dancing schools. 
C. Barbershops, beauty and nail salons. 
D. Bookstores, magazines, newsstands 

and tobacco stores. 
E. Bars, pubs, nightclubs and live enter-

tainment. 
F. Child care and childcare home facilities. 
G. Coffee shops, espresso and shake 

shops. 
H. Consumer goods and general retail 

sales, service, rentals or repair (except 
motor vehicles). 

I. Convenience stores and mini-marts. 
J. Executive and professional including 

physicians, attorneys, accountants and 
real estate services. 

K. Grocery stores, specialty food stores 
and beverage sales. 

L. Hospitals, urgent care centers, conva-
lescent homes and nursing homes. 

M. Ice cream parlors, candy stores, jewelry 
and gift shops. 

N. Instructional facilities. 
O. Institutions of an educational, charitable 

or philanthropic nature. 
P. Libraries, museums, art galleries, parks, 

playgrounds and community buildings. 
Q. Mini-storage facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  DD. Kennels 

Permitted Uses 
Continued 

Permitted Uses Special Uses Continued  

F. Drive-through facilities for permitted 
businesses. 

G. Establishments over 6,000 square feet of 
gross floor area. 

H. Fabrication or assembly of goods or ma-
terials directly related to a principal use 
as permitted herein. 

I. Motor or other fuels dispensing, automo-
bile service stations and carwash ser-
vices. 

J. Outdoor activities and/or unscreened 
storage. 

K. Mobile food vendors that remain at a 
specific site or on a single parcel for 
more than two (2) hours. 

Maximum and Minimum 
Parcel Size, Minimum Lot 

Width and Building 
Setback Requirements, 
Maximum Lot Coverage  

Special Uses 

The following are allowed as special uses on 
properties in the Local Commercial (C-1) 
District: 

A. Business, professional or trade schools. 
B. Caretaker’s or proprietor’s residences in 

conjunction with established permitted 
uses. 

C. Commercial planned developments and 
commercial condominiums. 

D. Cemeteries, crematoriums, columbaria 
and mausoleums including associated 
on-site mortuary. 

E. Churches including accessory buildings. 


