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The Yuma County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission met in a regular session 
on November 19, 2020. The meeting was held at the Yuma County Public Works 
Training Room, 4343 S. Avenue 5 ½ E, Yuma, Arizona.   

CALL TO ORDER: At 1:31 P.M., Commissioner Cavanaugh convened the Yuma 
County Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission in open session. 
Commissioners present were: Barbara Cavanaugh, Jesus Meza, Tim Gilliland, Louie 
Gradias, Althea Evans, Judy Phillips, and Linda Elliott. Gladys Anaya participated by 
conference call until 2:00p.m. 
Commissioners absent were: Rosalie Lines, Louie Galaviz 
Others present were: County Administrator Susan Thorpe, Improvement District 
Coordinator Rachel Stallworth, and Improvement District Analyst Damarice Martinez.  
 

     PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Commissioner Cavanaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

     DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 

No. 1:  Approval of meeting minutes for November 19, 2020. 

MOTION: (PHILLIPS/EVANS) Approved as presented. 
 
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 8-0, with Commissioners Galaviz and Lines absent. 
 
No. 2: Discussion and possible action regarding recommendation to Board of 
Supervisors on the Parks Master Plan. 
 
Chairman Cavanaugh discussed list of recommendations previously sent in by 
commissioners. Agreed that repair and maintenance of existing parks should be a 
priority and should be included in the yearly budget. Commissioners recommended a 
staff member be assigned to oversee all county parks with Standard Operating 
Procedures in place to conduct formal evaluations every 6 months. SOP to include 
addressing safety issues, tree trimming, and lawn maintenance. 
 
Second recommendation was to move forward on Phase 1 of the Foothills Multi-
Purpose Complex. Phase 1 to include installation of green turf, walking path, and trees 
for shade. Consensus to place the creation of a new dog park on 52nd street as a long-
term action due to limited funding and volunteers.   
 
The third recommendation discussed was the connection of trails to points of interest 
between local municipalities. The idea of hiking, biking, and walking trails was 
discussed. Susan Thorpe, Yuma County Administrator, advised that Chris Young, Yuma 
County Engineer is currently working on a bicycle trail project in conjunction with the 
Bike Coalition and suggested he attend a future meeting to discuss the project with 
advisory commission.  
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Commissioner Gilliland discussed exploring the possibility of pump tracks or bike skills 
tracks which would require a piece of undeveloped land that would be maintained by 
local bike groups. In his research, Commissioner Gilliland found Yuma has around 200 
bike enthusiasts who would be interested in a pump track. He noted pump tracks are 
trending and have become vastly popular in larger metropolitan areas such as Mesa 
and Phoenix.  
 
No. 3: Discussion and possible action regarding parks promotion on social media 
platforms. 
 
Commissioner Evans stated they were unable to hold a meeting regarding social media 
promotion and outreach, but intend to before the next Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission meeting.  
 
No. 4 Schedule next meeting date and time.  
 
Commissioners agreed to forego December meeting and hold the next meeting on 
January 13, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Next meeting date of January 13th and agenda discussed.  
 
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 
 
Presentation by Chris Young, Yuma County Engineer, regarding the bike trail systems 
project.  
 
Discussion of social media information gathered from meeting with Kevin Tunnel.  
 
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the Chairman 
adjourned the meeting at 2:38 pm.  
 

 
Adopted this 10th Day of March, 2021. 
 
/s/ Barbara Cavanaugh  

Barbara Cavanaugh - Chairman 
 

 


