Stormwater Management

Remember, stormwater can pick up
debris, chemicals, dirt and other
pollutants and flow into a storm
sewer system or directly to a lake,
stream, river, wetland, or coastal
water. Anything that enters a storm
sewer system is discharged un-
treated into the water bodies we
use for fishing, swimming, and pro-
viding drinking water.
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Stormwater Management

Lawn Care

Excess fertilizers an pesticides applied to
lawns and gardens wash off and pollute
streams. In addition, yard clippings and
leaves can wash into storm drains and con-
tribute nutrients and organic matter into

streams.

‘m | 0 Don’t overwater your
| lawn. Consider a sprinkler

| hose instead of a sprinkler.

¢ Use pesticides and fertil-
izers sparingly. Use or-

" | ganic mulch or safer pest
control methods whenever

possible.

¢ Compost or mulch yard waste. Don’t leave

it in the street or sweep it into storm drains.
Pet Waste

When walking your pet, remember to pick
up the waste and dispose of it properly.
Leaving pet waste on the ground increases
public health risks by allowing harmful bac-

teria and nutrients to wash into the storm

Construction

Erosion controls that are not maintained can cause
excessive amounts of sediment and debris to be
carried into the stormwater system. Construction
vehicles can leak fuel, oil, and other harmful fluids

that can be picked up by stormwater and deposited

) into local waterbodies.

¢ Install silt fences, vehicle mud
removal areas, vegetative cover, and other sediment
and erosion controls and maintain them, especially

after rainstorms.

¢ Prevent soil erosion by minimizing disturbed areas
during construction projects, and seed and mulch

bare areas as soon as possible.
Commercial

Dirt, oil, and debris that collect in parking lots and
paved areas can be washed into the storm sewer

system and eventually enter local waterbodies.

O Sweep up litter and debris from sidewalks,
driveways and parking lots, especially around storm

drains.

O Cover grease storage and dumpsters and keep

them clean to avoid leaks.

= O Report any chemical spills to Yuma
: County Public Works. They’ll know the
best way to keep spills from harming the

| environment.

Automotive Facilities

ﬂufamoﬁw,.

Cars waiting to be repaired can leak fuel, oil,
and other harmful fluids that can be picked
up by stormwater. These chemicals can

prove harmful to the environment.

¢ Clean up spills immediately and properly

dispose of clean up materials.

¢ Provide cover over fueling stations and
design or retrofit facilities for spill

containment.

¢ Properly maintain fleet vehicles to prevent
oil, gas, and other discharges from being

washed into local waterbodies.

¢ Install and maintain oil/water separators.
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