PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

Stormwater Management

Stormwater
Management

Remember, stormwater can pick

up debris, chemicals, dirt and

other pollutants and flow into a

storm sewer system or directly to a

lake, stream, river, wetland, or Stormwater Management Regulations

. f truction Activiti
coastal water. Anything that enters or Construction Activities

a storm sewer system is
discharged untreated into the
water bodies we use for fishing,
swimming, and providing drinking

water.
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Stormwater Management
Regulations for
Construction Activities

Stormwater discharges from construction activities
can cause a wide array of chemical, physical, and
biological impacts on aquatic water systems. Our
water quality can be affected because a number of
pollutants such as organic materials, sediment,
pesticides , and phosphorus may enter the water

system.

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
(ADEQ) regulates stormwater discharges from
construction activities, to include clearing,

grading, and excavating.

In accordance with federal
regulations and the Arizona
Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System

(AZPDES), Yuma County

must follow storm water regulations under
AZPDES. Therefore, if a construction activity takes
place that disturbs one (1) acre or more of land; or
if they are part of a larger common plan of
development or sale that will ultimately disturb
one (1) acre or more, then the operator must file
and obtain permit coverage for stormwater
discharges. The Operator in this case could be the
owner, the developer, the general contractor, or
individual contractor. The
form required for
_.»'" submission is an Arizona

Notice of Intent (NOI).

What is an NOI?

The operator must submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) to
the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality to
obtain permit coverage under the Arizona
construction general permit. A completed NOI
indicates that the operator will comply with the terms
of the general permit. The NOI must be
completed at least two (2) days, and
preferably thirty (30) days, before the start of
any construction. Also, in order to comply
with permit coverage, the operator must
develop a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP).

What is a SWPPP?

A SWPPP (s-whip) is a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan. The SWPPP will highlight measures
used to reduce the amount of pollutants in storm
water discharges. The SWPPP is designed to utilize
best management practices (BMP’s) for construction
site activities. Generally, you will see BMP’s that;
prevent erosion, trap pollutants before they can be
discharged, and those BMP’s that prevent pollutants
from mixing with construction materials. A SWPPP
will identify both structural and non-structural
controls that will be put in place to minimize the
impacts caused by storm water. A copy of the SWPPP
must be kept at the construction site at all times, and
is subject to inspection by any
local, state, or Federal agency.
In addition, records
documenting significant
observations made during
operator site inspections must

be retained as part of the

SWPPP and be kept on file for a minimum of five

(8) years after the construction is complete.

Is there anything else that I need to do?

| Yes, the final step to

My ending coverage under the
Arizona Construction
General Permit is to file a Notice of Termination
(NOT) after the construction project is complete.
The construction project is considered complete
when the project’s disturbed area is stabilized
to at least 70 percent of the natural background
levels or responsibility has been assumed by
another operator. The NOT can be downloaded

from the web site listed below.
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