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YUMA COUNTY PROFILE 2016 

YUMA COUNTY 

Yuma County, bordered by California to the 
West and Mexico to the South, was founded in 
1864 as one of the four original counties 
established by the first Territorial Legislature.  In 
1540, 48 years before Columbus stumbled upon 
the New World, 18 years after the conquest of 
Mexico by Cortez, and 67 years before the 
settlement of Jamestown, Hernando de Alarcon 
visited the site of what is now the City of Yuma.  
He was the first European to set foot in the area 
and to recognize the best natural crossing of the 
Colorado River. 

From the 1850’s to 1870’s steamboats on the 
Colorado River transported passengers and 
goods to various mines, military outposts and 
served the ports of Yuma, Laguna, Castle Dome, 
Norton’s Landing and others.  Yuma served as 
the ‘Gateway to the West’ bringing thousands 
from around the world in search of gold.  In 
1870 the Southern Pacific Railroad bridged the 
river and in 1915 the ‘Ocean-to-Ocean” bridge 
became first highway crossing the Colorado 
River 

Yuma County’s 5,522 square miles of desert land 
accented by rugged mountains contains an 
abundance of arable land in its valleys, irrigated 
by the Colorado River. The diverse economy of 
Yuma County is based on a variety of 
agricultural, service, wholesale and retail 
industries as well as hosting two military 
installations, and offers government employment. 
During the winter months, population doubles 
with winter visitors affectionately known as ‘snow 
birds’. 

Along with providing the standard County 
services such as administration, tax collection and 
roads, Yuma County also maintains the Jail 
District, Library District, Flood Control District, 
Health District and many Improvement Districts. 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

The governing body of Yuma County is the 
Board of Supervisors.  The Board is empowered, 
by state law, to adopt ordinances, establish 
programs, levy taxes, appropriate funds, 
appoint officials, zone property and regulate 
development in the unincorporated areas of the 
County.  In addition, members represent the 
County on numerous intergovernmental agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The board consists of a member elected from 
each of the five supervisorial districts of the 
County.  The Board chooses from its members a 
Chair and Vice-Chair to serve during the ensuing 
year.  The Chairperson presides at Board 
meetings and signs documents in the name of the 
County. 
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LONG TERM PLANS / ADMINISTRATION 2016 

Strategic Plan 

The Strategic Plan, last adopted by the Board of Supervisors in 2012, identifies a number of objectives 
the County intends to achieve and is measured in 5 - year increments.  Objectives of the plan are 
integrated into the annual budget and provide performance measures in each agency budget.  The 2017 
Strategic Plan continues to be developed at time of printing.  

Comprehensive Plan  

The Comprehensive Plan last adopted on February 22, 2012 is a 10 - year plan that identifies the 
desired physical development of the County.  In addition to providing plans for land, open space, 
environment, and water resource development, the plan identifies strategies to bring about the desired 
improvements. 

Capital Improvement Program 

This program is a 5 - year plan of improvement projects, adaptive to the economic environment of the 
County.  The program is administered on projects with expected costs of more than $50,000 mainly 
construction with associated debt. 

ALL Yuma County Reports can be found by visiting our website www.yumacountyaz.gov. 
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Lenore Lorona 

Stuart 

District 1 

Russell 
McCloud 

District 2  

Vice Chair 

Russ 
Clark 

District 3 

Chair 

Marco A.  
“Tony” Reyes 

District 4 

Gregory 
Ferguson 

District 5 

County Administrator- Susan K. Thorpe (Right) 

The mission of the County Administrator’s Office is to 
ensure that the residents of Yuma County receive 
professional, high quality and cost effective services 
from all County departments; that Yuma County 
government is transparent in all respects; and, that 
County personnel are accessible and accountable to 
the people of Yuma County that we serve. 

County Mission: Yuma County Government is dedicated to providing customer-focused services 
to enhance the health, safety, well-being and future of our entire community. 

 


